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The magnificent 
obsession... 


Given the myths in which Winston 
Churchill’s life has become shrouded, 
it is not surprising that there are 
copious biographies covering the life, 
work and times of Britain’s wartime 
prime minister and most enduring 
national hero. 


Dr John Charmley’s revisionist and 
iconoclastic biography, Churchill: The End of 
Glory, is certainly provocative. Nevertheless 
without the aid of a glowing review given by 
the MP and former government minister Alan 
Clark, it might never have broken out of the 
review sections of the press. 

The book itself is well written. The 
controversy arises from the basic premise that 
supports the entire work: that Churchill was 
an egoist and was “war obsessed”. Charmley 
asserts that these character flaws led 
Churchill to prosecute the war for far too 
long, that he failed to promote alternative 
leaders in Germany, such as Goering, and that 
he could have — indeed should have — ended 


the war with the Nazis when Hitler invaded 


the Soviet Union. Because Churchill carried 
on the war, he was responsible for the loss of 
the empire and for handing Britain over to the 
socialists in 1945. 


No resistance 


There are crevices rather than flaws in this 
argument. First, there was little organised 
resistance in Germany as a whole and never 
even a hint of a coup d’état within the higher 
echelons of the Nazi party. 

Had there been, Goering, Hitler’s fanatical 
henchman and a drug addict, would hardly 
have been the best candidate to replace Hitler 
in order to sue for peace. Goering was 
sentenced to death at the end of the war by 
the Nuremberg war crimes tribunal. 

Second, if Churchill had ended the war in 
1941, he would have given Hitler carte 
blanche to conquer the Soviet Union and 
establish a continent-wide nazi hegemony. 

Finally, any A-level history student knows 
that Hitler disregarded any treaty once it no 
longer served his purpose. 


Blackshirt leader Sir Oswald Mosley (centre) surrounded by the hierarchy of Mus 


In an interview with Valerie Groves in The 
Times (8 January 1993) Charmley makes far 
worse historical errors. He says in reply to a 
question concerning the fate of Europe’s 
Jews: “What about the Jews? Well, why just 
the Jews? What about the liberals and trade 
unionists and homosexuals who were in the 
concentration camps? ... The real Holocaust 
only got under way in 1943-1945 when the 
Germans were losing.” 

Charmley is absolutely wrong: the 
Holocaust got under way with operation 
Barbarossa, the invasion of the Soviet Union 
in 1941. In fact, by the time of the uprising at 
Sobibor in April 1943, the Nazis had 
murdered one and a half million Jews in the 
Soviet Union and two and a half million Jews 
in the death camps of Belzac, Chelmno, 
Treblinka and Sobibor. So many in fact that 
they decided these camps had served their 
purpose and could be shut down. The Nazi 
machinery of destruction was most efficient 
while the Germans were winning. It began to 
falter as soon as the tide turned against them. 

Liberals, trade unionists, homosexuals and, 


solini’s Italian black-shirted fascisti on a 
visit to Rome in 1933. After the war it was revealed that the “arch-patriot” Mosley received tens of thousands of pounds in 
secret funds from Hitler’s main ally in the war against Britain 
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Alan’ Clark: 


military historian, 
patrician and politician 


for the record, Jehovah’s witnesses, criminals 
and people the Nazis regarded as asocial were 
placed in concentration camps. Only Jews 
and Gypsies were sent en masse to the death 
camps; only they were victims of genocide. 

Though Charmley says he admires David 
Irving’s “‘assiduity, energy and courage”, he 
neither advocates Holocaust denial nor 
appears to have any political aspirations. 
Charmley has been described as coming from 
a Thatcherite school of academics that rose to 
prominence during her period of office, 
despite his working-class origins — his father 
was a docker in Birkenhead. He is clearly 
amused at the fact that he has, as he says 
himself, become a viper at the bosom of those 
who admire Churchill. Charmley is presently 
at the Churchill library in Fulton, Missouri, 
went there on a Churchill scholarship, 
awarded to academics and students who wish 
to use the research facilities there. 

Alan Clark on the other hand appears to 
have leapt through the gap Charmley’s book 
has created with unsavoury gusto. Clark 
hailed the book as “probably the most 
important revisionist text since the war.” His 
review makes even more _ outlandish 
accusations and claims than the book itself. 
He argues that not only should the war have 
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been stopped, but that Churchill squandered 
lives, bankrupted the country and made 
Britain forever dependent on America by 
failing to make peace with Hitler. 

Clark, who refers to himself as a 
professional historian, fails to say what would 
have been the fate of Britain’s Jews, let alone 
the remnants of those in Europe. He also 
seems perfectly at ease with the idea of 
striking a deal with a regime that was 
preparing to liquidate whole peoples; a deal 
that would have resulted in the eventual 
triumph of Hitler’s national socialist party 
and might well have led to the fulfilment of 
his prediction — a thousand-year reich. 


Xenophobic link 


Donald Cameron Watt, professor of 
international history at the London School of 
Economics, asks the crucial question: what is 
Clark up to? “Perhaps”, Watt speculates, “he 
sees himself as a link between the various 
forms of ultra-patriotic, xenophobic, right- 
wing parties in Europe and parts of the anti- 
Maastricht wave in Britain.” 

If this claim was made on the evidence of 
one book review, it would have little validity. 
It is only when we consider Clark’s career 


and the present state of the far right that this 
hypothesis assumes a measure of credence. 

Clark was born into the British aristocracy: 
“There were eight servants generally and it 
was all very instructive. I think this is why 
one is imbued with the naturalness of the 
hierarchical structure.” He went to Eton, 
followed by Oxford, where he read history. 

Clark first came to the attention of 
Searchlight in 1969, when his name appeared 
among individuals banned from the 
Conservative party’s list of approved 
candidates. The reason for this was possibly 
such opinions as: “No truly objective 
historian can refrain from admiring Hitler”. 
This gem found its way into the 1965 edition 
of the American national socialist journal 
Stormtrooper. 

Clark was selected as candidate for the 
Plymouth constituency of Sutton in 1972. He 
immediately set out his stall, declaring an 
immigrant should be told: “You cannot come 
into this country because you are not white.” 
He believed: “It’s natural to be proud of your 
race and country” and described himself as 
anti-EEC, anti-American and anti- 
international banking (no prizes for guessing 
to whom the latter refers). 

In 1981 Clark protested to William 
Whitelaw, then Home Secretary, that it was 
unfair to ban the National Front while “young 
blacks damage shops, terrorise the white 
population, shout objectionable slogans at the 
monarchy and try and provoke the police.” In 
1985 Searchlight, in conjunction with the 
Daily Mirror, exposed him for his infamous 
remark describing Africa as “bongo-bongo 
land” while in a policy-making meeting with 
senior civil servants. 


Dining with Tyndall 

Searchlight had a long-term interest in 
Clark’s politics. During Ray Hill’s time as a 
mole inside the far right, he informed us on a 
number of occasions that John Tyndall, the 
leader of the British National Party, claimed 
to have powerful connections, including MPs. 
Tyndall eventually boasted to Hill that he had 
had dinner with Alan Clark. Searchlight had 
no way at the time of confirming Tyndall’s 
story. Knowing how full of bullshit the nazi 
leader is, we thought it might be wishful 
thinking on his part. 

When the bongo-bongo story _ broke, 
Clark’s civil servants and press officers 
refused to speak to Searchlight directly, but 
we managed to get other journalists to 
question Clark about the alleged meal. It 
transpired that Tyndall had merely changed 
the time of day — Clark admitted that he had 
once had lunch with Tyndall during Tyndall’s 
time as boss of the National Front. Clark, a 
man of some wit, suggested it was the most 
boring hour and a half he had ever spent. 

What was interesting was the reason for the 
meeting. Tyndall had written a series of 
articles in his hate sheet, Spearhead, about 
the state of Britain’s defence and invited 
Clark for a meal so that they might discuss 
matters of common interest. Clark claimed 
that he was intrigued by the idea of meeting 
the leader of a self-proclaimed nazi sect so he 
agreed to the meeting. He said they met once 
in a third-rate Italian restaurant selected by 
Tyndall and at the end of the meal Clark 


concluded that his dining companion was “a 
bit of a blockhead”. 

When Ray Hill and Andrew Bell wrote The 
Other Face of Terror, the account of Hill’s 
activities in the far right, in 1988, the story of 
the meeting was revealed for the first time. 

Clark not only holds strong views on 
immigration, he is also a_ self-confessed 
power junkie. He once wrote a profile in The 
House magazine (6 March 1984) stating: 
“Malcolm Muggeridge said that the strongest 
sexual attraction is money. Power is money in 
pasteurised form — that is why politics is so 
addictive, because it is about power, and 
power allied with gossip, intrigue and 
conspiracy.” 

One of Thatcher’s golden boys, Clark was 
promoted to ministerial positions, despite his 
regular habit of saying the wrong thing at the 
wrong time. He only kept his job because of 
the personal admiration of Mrs Thatcher. 

His pursuit of power seemed to have been 
thwarted over the past two years. His loyalty 
to the party was under scrutiny. He was the 
only MP to attend the cocktail party David 
Irving threw to celebrate the revised edition 
of Hitler’s War, in which Irving claims that 
Hitler knew nothing of the Holocaust. 

The final straw was his role in the Matrix 
Churchill affair, for which he could still face 
prosecution for perjury. Clark’s career as an 
MP and junior minister is over, though not as 
a result of disapproval by his parliamentary 
peers. Clark had decided to leave parliament a 
year before the general election of April 1992 
was called. 


Public image 

It is pure speculation, but perhaps Alan Clark 
has learned from the mistakes of his friend 
David Irving. Irving always believed that he 
could unite the disparate groups on the far 
right of British politics and create a party 
similar to the European fascist parties in 
France and Germany. He failed because his 
insistence on denying the Holocaust and 
publicly running with some of the neo-nazi 
groups now banned in Germany — as well as 
with the avowedly nazi BNP — have 
combined to cast him in the role of a loser 
rather than a winner, even on the political 
fringe he has been forced to inhabit. 

Clark has distanced himself from Irving by 
saying: “Irving would have made peace [with 
Hitler] in 1940 because he wanted us to be a 
German satellite. | would have made peace in 
1941 because that would have saved the 
empire.” Of course, what Clark fails to say is 
that this empire would be either an ally of, or 
in allegiance with, Hitler’s Nazi empire. 
Perhaps this more subtle and sophisticated 
form of revisionism will prove more useful 
for the far right than Irving’s spectacular yet 
crude approach. 

Alan Clark is a patrician politician, whose 
concept of political power is fortunately set in 
a bygone age. He yearns for the days of 
empire, admires Hitler and has been spurned 
by many in his party. He is also a man of 
substance, he is very rich, extremely 
charming and has a mind to be reckoned with. 
He has tasted and wielded governmental 
power. Searchlight will watch with interest 
where Alan Clark will deploy his political 
skills over the coming years. 


Chamberlain 


‘great ‘desperate 
humanity‘ gambler‘ 


T HAPPENS! Over a 
] period of many 
years a controvers- 
ial figure is the object 


chequer in 1923 and 1924 
and again between 1931 
and 1937, when he succ- 
eeded Baldwin as Leader 
of the Conservative Party 
and Prime Minister. 


Not for 
the first 
time... 


Dr Charmley _ has 
succeeded in making 
himself the darling of 
the residue of Sir 
Oswald Mosley’s old 
blackshirts, not only 
by his attacks on 
Churchill, but also 
through the words of 
praise he has written 
about the blackshirts 
themselves and their 
role in the early years 
of the war - when the 
government sensibly 
saw them as a threat 
to the security of 
Britain and had them 
interned under 
Regulation 18b. 
Churchill: The End of 
Glory is not the first 


review (right) 


“Churcht1) 


and 


August/September 1989 


The Peacemaker 


the 


Warmongers 


In May 1937,British public 
opinion was becoming devided 
between those who still be- 
lieved in balance-of-power 
politics and others who re- 
garded the concept as out- 
dated and a threat to world 
peace. This resulted in some 
curious political alliances. 
Among the “Germanophobiacs” 
Were Churchill, Duff Cooper, 
Hugh Dalton, Anthony Eden, 
Gladwyn Jebb , Lord Loyd, Harold 
Nicolson and Sir Robert Van- 
sittart of the Foreign Off- 
ice - all determined to pre- 
vent the return to Germany 
of its lost Eastern 
territories. 


One of the most inter- 
esting things to emerge from 
a reading of John Charmley's 
book is the extent to 
which the anti-balance-of- 
power view was held by 
persons in positions of 


of foreign affairs that 
Chamberlain was alleged to 
lack. Lord Halifax, for ex- 
ample felt that: "We 


But encirclement was exact- 
ly what Churchill and Co. 


| were proposing with their 


suggested "Grand Alliance“of 
Britain,France,Russia,Czech- 
oslovakia,Poland-and anvone 
else who could be persuaded 
to join. It was Chamberlain 


who pointed out to “the 
desperate gambler" that: 
*You enl: 5 look at t 


bulletin 


boxed ie _celence extinebes 
ruchlessly._ 
Six @onths after 

PM, Chamberlain received a 
report from the Chiefs of 
Staff that “We could not 
hope to confront satisfact- 
orily Germany, Italy and Japan 
similtaneously® and that it 
was essential to ‘reduce the 
numer .of our potential 
enemies'by diplomatic means. 
This, coupled with Chamber- 
erlain's firm belief that 
"Britain's foreign policy had 
to be tailored to her eco- 


. nomic and defence capabili- 


ies"could be said to be the 
basis of the entire Appease- 


* ment policy —— which ended 


abruptly in March 1939 with 
the dismemberment of 
Czechoslovakia. 

Charmley draws our attent- 
ion to "a _ shadowy group" of 
anti-Nazis called The Focus 
with which Churchill was ass- 
ociated, whose finances"came 
from rich British Jews such 


Charmley argues that the 
Anti-German policies advo- 
cated by Churchill and Eden 
( the ‘vacilating equivo- 
cator') would simply have 


“plunged Britain evenearlier 
intoa war a was 


Y 
| PETER MARCY. 


time that Charmley gone into print with such revisionist views. His book 
Chamberlain and the Lost Peace came to the attention of the secretive clique 
of old blackshirts, organised as Friends of OM, and was given this glowing 
in the columns of _ their 
August/September 1989 issue. We reproduce here, in full, the blackshirts’ view 
of Dr Charmley’s scholarship. 
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Comrade in_ its 


—— 


Don’t pass the roast beef, Valerie 


“I am now 72 years of age,” declares Mr 
Frank Dawber in the letters page of 
November’s Spearhead. “I am in excellent 
health,” he continues. Not only that, but “I 
am light years away from a single liberal 
thought.” 


So what has provoked the maturely healthy Mr 
Dawber to write down some of his_ illiberal 
thoughts for the benefit of Spearhead readers? It all 
goes back to September’s issue. 

No, it wasn’t John Tyndall’s five-page lament 
about British failures in the Olympic Games. The 
lack of medals had been racially predictable, 
according to the leader of the British National 
Party. The race was visibly in decline. Mr Tyndall 
had advised his readers to stand “in any public 
place and observe the people passing by.” What 
you will see is “an abnormal number of males with 
the vapid countenances and slovenly bearing of a 
race that is resigned to defeat and twilight.” 

Mr Dawber has no quarrel with this. Perhaps, 
with the wisdom of age, he might have advised his 
leader against too much standing in public places, 
looking at passing males. But such vapidity and 
slovenliness, such racial twilight, it is enough to 
make a manly man weep. 

Following Mr Tyndall’s lengthy editorial was a 
piece entitled “Politics and Our Food”. The author, 
a South African by the name of Dick Sutphen, 
analysed the causes of the white racial vapidity. It 
all boils down to food (if one excuses the 
metaphor). 

Someone is trying to poison the white race. 
According to Mr Sutphen the goal is to manipulate 
people by manipulating their food — “to make them 
sterile, and to weaken the sex drive of men and 
women” and “to destroy people’s feelings, their 
longings and all strong desires.” 

In short, the white race are deliberately being 
enslaved through their stomachs. All the vapidity, 
which has been so well observed by Mr Tyndall in 
his public places, has a dietary basis. And who is 
responsible for feeding us the racially wrong food? 

Mr Sutphen offers a broad hint: “We respect vio- 
lence,” “we” being the White Race. Unlike “the 
Semitic Race” who kill “with rat poison”. They 
prefer “poison and treachery, working in secret”. 

This latter revelation is not what prompts the 
excellently healthy Mr Dawber to his note-pad. 
Nowadays, Jewish conspiracies are meat and drink 
for Spearhead’s readers. Extra helpings are offered. 

October’s Spearhead saw Simon Smith serving 
up a classic dish of steamed conspiracy. Were the 
Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion fact or fal- 
lacy, asks Mr Smith. The Protocols, much studied 
by antisemites in the first half of this century, were 
the apparently secret plan of the King of the Jews 
to take over the whole world. 

Mr Smith leads readers through each protocol, 
one by one (although passing briefly over protocols 
23 and 24 which “refer primarily to Jewish rulers 
of the future’). Each has come true, he says. How 
prescient were the authors of the Protocols: their 
words “contain much that has actually been hap- 
pening in the world during the past century or 
two.” 

Fact or forgery, Mr Smith asks again. Bad food 
has not rotted Mr Smith’s brain. He has a vitamin- 
packed answer to his own question. If the Protocols 
are a forgery, then they are true. But if they are 
true, they can’t be a forgery. Pass the custard, 
please. 
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This month sees a welcome return 
on an occasional basis of what has 
been one of Searchlight’s most 
popular columns over the years. 

The publications and quasi 
philosophies of the far right are 
examined in an amusing and ana- 
lytical way. 


None of this seems to bother Mr Dawber. After 
all, dedicated readers expect a semitic conspiracy 
or three from Spearhead. No, it’s something else 
which troubles the septuagenarian. 

Mr Dawber is a vegetarian. Whilst others have 
been growing vapid on hot-dogs and Big Macs, Mr 
Dawber has stuck to carrots and lettuce. That is 
how he has avoided dietary corrosion. 

However, vegetables were not Mr Sutphen’s path 
to a healthy race. Meat was the way to counter “the 
policy of inducing infertility and lowering sex 
drive”, which is dangerously blurring the differ- 
ences between men and women. “Meat makes men 
more masculine and women more feminine,” 
declared Mr Sutphen. 

Mr Dawber didn’t like this at all. And who can 
blame him? If meat is the key to masculinity, where 
does this leave him, a grandfather five times over? 
But there’s something more important than person- 
al pride. Where does it leave Spearhead’s favourite 
vegetarian? 

Mr Dawber gets right to the point: “Dick 
Sutphen refers to the vegetarian as generally a ‘lib- 
eral’ figure. Did he, I wonder, have a certain Adolf 
Hitler (a well-known vegetarian) in mind?” 
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And where does this leave Mr Tyndall himself? 
Spearheada’s editor is known to derive his intellec- 
tual nourishment from yummie-scrummie Adolf- 
burgers, served in the all-white bun. 

Would Mr Tyndall give page space to an article 
which ever-so-subtly cast doubt on Adolf’s mas- 
culinity, despite its tasty servings of antisemitism? 
The editor has to tread a careful path in these 
matters. 

Therefore, Tyndall — a statesman if ever there 
was one — attached an editorial health warning to 
Sutphen’s article. “We are reproducing the article 
because we believe that there is much in it that 
should provide serious food for thought” (he’s a 
card is JT, serious food for thought, geddit?). 

But, and there is a but: “Some readers may feel 
that parts of the article contain a tone of eccen- 
tricity.” Well, yes. There is a certain eccentric 
element. 

However Mr Tyndall’s eccentricity is not of the 
normal type. His eccentricity is eccentricity itself. 
Readers might feel, he continued on the subject of 
Mr Sutphen’s nutritional theory of politics, “that 
some assertions in it, such as the claim that a vege- 
tarian diet induces a slave mentality and liberal atti- 
tudes, can be refuted by prominent examples to the 
contrary.” 

Which prominent examples, Mr T? The Fihrer’s 
lips are sealed. The step is careful. Mum’s the 
word. Never digest serious food for thought with 
the mouth open. 

Therefore, up pops Mr Dawber two months later. 
Seventy-two and healthy, he can deliver the promi- 
nent example, which the cautious, but unvapidly 
masculine, leader cannot. 

Good Mr Hitler was a vegetarian and it never did 
him any harm. And, thus, a balanced diet is 
restored to the pages of Spearhead. 


John Tyndall (extreme right, where else?) camps it up with the British nazi god- 
father Colin Jordan way back in 1962, years before he met Mrs Fuhrer Valerie 


Police nazi cooperation grows 


o the sounds of 
Skrewdriver, No 
Remorse and 


Skullhead, 400 boot 
stomping boneheads 
from across Britain and 
Europe made their way 
to Mansfield for their 
annual White Christmas 
gig. 

With redirection points 
at the Red Lion in 
Heanor and the Horse 
and Jockey in Mansfield, the nazis ended up 
at the Palais night club for their orgy of sieg 
heiling. 

The London crew with some foreign visi- 
tors had assembled at a Berni Inn close to 
Staines station. Despite persistent rumours of 
serious differences between key British 
National Party and C18 activists on the one 
hand and some of the Blood and Honour 
musicians on the other, observers saw them 
fraternising and drinking together before 
leaving Staines. 

Anti-fascists who mounted a surveillance 
operation on the day were once again frustrat- 
ed by the attitude of the police. Prior to the 
event the police claimed they had no idea of 
its location, but would act to stop it if they 
found out. Information gained subsequently 
by anti-fascists proved the police knew about 
the event at least three days before. 

The police mounted a large operation on 
the day, though not to stop the nazi criminals 
from entering the area but to prevent any anti- 
fascist disruption. As the nazi jamboree got 
under way, the police seemed to be taking a 
particularly close interest in the activities of 
~ anti-fascists. 

In one incident a police squad car arrived to 
inspect a telephone box only minutes after an 
anti-fascist had used it. One can only wonder 
about the source of their information. 
Answers by telephone only. 

While the gig was in progress, squads of 
C18 and Blood and Honour security men 
were out on the streets. One large group that 
assembled outside a fast food take-away cer- 
tainly represented a cross section of some of 
the most violent men on the British far right. 

Outside the club, police officers chatted to 
a thuggish member of Skrewdriver security 
who was eyeing the street, while in the back- 
ground a chant of “Nigger, nigger, nigger, 
out, out, out” could be heard. 

It seems that it was not only the police who 
knew in advance, but also an elected Labour 
councillor and the club itself. The chair of the 
Nottinghamshire police authority was appar- 
ently consulted and later backed up the 
actions of the police on the day. 

The club, where the gig was booked under 
the name of a scooter club, was obviously 
aware of its audience. The club was short- 
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staffed on the night, with many employees, 
including black staff, staying away. 

Not only did the police and the councillor 
who knew in advance do nothing to stop the 
gig, but they did not have the decency or guts 
to warn the local Asian population, who have 
been the target of the area’s increased racism. 
It was left to anti-fascists to contact the com- 
munities with the bad news. 

It should come as no surprise that the gig 
was held in Mansfield, as the East Midlands 
is becoming a key area for nazi activity. The 
BNP, Ku Klux Klan, Blood and Honour and 
the British Movement are all active in the 
region, with Mansfield seemingly its centre. 

The main activists there are Tony Roy, son 
of a local police inspector; Dave Tait, active 
with C18; Ian Wotley and Steve Belshaw. 
They have also been receiving strong support 
from the Chesterfield BNP activists Tasker 
and Chadwick. Chadwick obviously has a lot 
of spare time now that he has been sacked 
from the civil service. 

Roy and Tait have been particularly busy of 
late, not only with their BNP chores but also 
with distributing the International Third 
Positionists’ student bulletin Anvil. 

Local anti-fascists are also puzzled by the 
apparent inability or refusal of the police to 
act over an attack on an anti-fascist last June. 
Although the police know the names of the 
three attackers, six months have lapsed with 
no action taken. The excuse repeatedly given 
is that the officer dealing with the case is on 
holiday. With the likes of Roy, Belshaw and 
the iron bar wielding Chesterfield crew, 
nobody is safe. 

A look at the actions of the local chief con- 
stable may explain a lot. Last December three 
of his division attended a fancy dress night at 
a local club. Their attire - KKK outfits. In an 
area where racial attacks have doubled in the 
past year and the KKK has been particularly 
active, the response from black communities 
was predictable. 

The three were originally suspended, but 
the chief constable intervened claiming this 
was far too severe. One of the officers con- 
cerned has since moved to a position dealing 
with racist incidents. 

The people of the East Midlands deserve 
better from their elected officials and the 


resents 


police. Local anti-racist and anti-fascist 
groups are stepping up their activities on the 
streets and in the labour movement. 
Mansfield anti-fascists are hoping for help 
from their MP, Alan Meale, in their campaign 
against the BNP. After the skinhead gig 
everyone is more determined to clear them 
from the area. 


Skrewdriver 
boneheads 
chicken out 
of court 


Four members of Ian Stuart Donaldson’s 
rock band, Skrewdriver, failed to show up 
in court in Cottbus, Germany, for the 
opening of a case against them. 

Five British nazis are facing charges of 
malicious wounding and criminal damage, 
resulting from an incident in September 
1991 in which a young German anti-fas- 
cist was stabbed and almost died from his 
wounds. According to police, the five also 
took part in attacks on a refugee hostel and 
smashed up a cafe. 

The nazis, who include John Bellany 
(also known as Burnley), Skrewdriver’s 
drummer, were in Cottbus, a stronghold of 
the now banned nazi Deutsche Alternative, 
for a concert to celebrate German reunifi- 
cation. His brother, Paul, lead singer with 
No Remorse, another nazi band, was 
filmed late last year giving nazi salutes at 
a bonehead gig in east Germany. 

After being held in custody, the nazis 
were charged and released on bail. The 
one who did attend the trial told the judges 
that he was “no longer in contact” with his 
former friends. 

The failure of the nazis to attend court 
means that the trial has had to be post- 
poned until 29 March. Even then, unless 
the German police seek to extradite the 
four, it is unlikely the case will be heard. 
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National Front killer 
sets life imprisonment 


A murderer, who boasted to his 
victim’s wife that he was from the 
National Front, has been jailed for life. 


George McKay, 21, of no fixed address, 
stabbed Donald Palmer, aged 52 and of West 
Indian origin, to death after Mr Palmer caught 
McKay and his accomplice Wayne McGrath, 
19, breaking into his car. 

McKay asked McGrath for the knife and 
stabbed Mr Palmer to death in front of his 
wife. Mr Palmer was escorting his wife, 
Winsome, to the car, because she had earlier 
been a mugging victim. 

After murdering Mr Palmer, McKay 
taunted Mrs Palmer by boasting that he was 
from the National Front. 

McGrath, was sentenced to three and a half 
years youth custody for manslaughter. 

In Nottingham, two people have been 
charged with murder following the killing of 
Jahinger Akhtar. The 36-year-old taxi-driver 
died in hospital after being attacked on 


Christmas Greetings 


from the 


~. 


WAS 


Christmas Day. The accused, a man and a 
woman, come from the Bulwell district. 

Further north, in Burnley, Lancashire, taxi- 
drivers besieged a police station for four 
hours after police arrested anti-racist 
protesters. 

The siege was lifted only after community 
leaders and Peter Pike, MP, addressed the 
protesters. 

The trouble started when racist youths 
ambushed two taxis with bottles. 

Mohammed Nawaz, 25, whose brother 
Nasser Yousef runs the taxi firm, said: “The 
drivers radioed for help and we called the 
police, who just asked us to move the cars. 
When Asians demanded why no-one was 
arrested, they were arrested themselves.” 

Ten Asians were arrested and shop 
windows were smashed in the incident. One 
policeman was injured. 

In another incident in Sunderland, police 
arrested an Asian man who had _ been 
subjected to a racist attack by a gang of 


youths. A campaign has since been launched 
to defend him. 

Amin Ali, a_ student at Sunderland 
university, together with his fiancée and two 
friends, were attacked by a gang of youths on 
3 October, as they walked home. 

The 15-strong gang shouted racial abuse 
and threw stones. Amin’s fiancée was struck 
in the face and on the shoulder. 

Amin and one of his friends chased after 
the gang and managed to find the house 
where one of the attackers lived. 

The police arrived, threw Mr Ali to the 
ground and handcuffed him. At the station he 
was at first told that he had been “arrested on 
suspicion of kidnapping”. He was later 
charged with resisting arrest, criminal damage 
and “fear of provocation of violence”. 

A defence campaign has been launched, 
with an appeal to the labour movement, 
calling for support when the case comes to 
court and opposition to the racist attitude of 
the police in Sunderland. 


Racist and nazi Christmas greetings: the KKK card was distributed to people in the Asian community by anonymous racist 
cowards, while the postcard, showing the nazi destruction of the Czech village of Lidice in 1942, was sent to the editor of 
Searchlight with the message “Wish you were here, 1942” 
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On Inner 
e,°0 
cities 
The government has struck a triple 
blow against inner city communities. 
Funding for three types of project, the 


Urban Programme, City Challenge 
and Section 11, has been withdrawn. 


The Urban Programme has benefited ethnic 
minority communities by providing funding 
for social needs and voluntary organisations. 
City Challenge was Michael Heseltine’s 
“whizz bang” new programme, based on 
competition between local authorities. 

Section 11 of the Local Government Act 
1966 was to provide for the special needs of 
ethnic minorities. Most of the money was 
spent on teacher posts, particularly on English 
language teaching. Until the rules were 
tightened up in 1990, funds under the scheme 
were often misused to top up the general 
education budget. 

The scheme has helped black teachers to 
get employment and has also provided 
translation services in the community. 

As well as the scheme ending (in the 
government’s words being “suspended”), 
funding for existing projects is to be cut from 
75 per cent to 50 per cent. This will mean that 
local authorities, squeezed for cash and 
capped, will have to make teachers employed 
under the scheme redundant. 

Many people in the black community have 
argued that Section 11 was a form of 
ghetto-isation and that its existence enabled 
mainstream provision to ignore the needs of 
black people. This may be true, but at a time 
of general cutbacks in services it would be 
optimistic to expect these needs to be met 
from general provision. 

In addition, proposed cuts in legal aid 
threaten to reduce people’s rights to fair 
treatment under the law. Lord MacKay, the 
Lord Chancellor, has proposed a means test 
for civil legal aid, bigger contributions 
towards costs from those who are eligible and 
cutbacks to criminal legal aid. 

The Law Society has condemned the 
proposals as “the most devastating attack on 
legal aid since it was introduced 40 years 
ago.” It is estimated that seven million people 
could lose their right to legal aid. 

The proposals come amid threats that law 
centres in several cities will have to close due 
to local authority cutbacks. 

In London, law centres in Wandsworth, 
Hampstead, Camden, Brent, Ealing and 
Southall may have to close. There is also an 
existing squeeze on legal aid, with 
magistrates’ clerks taking it upon themselves 
to refuse applications. 

Proposed fixed fees for criminal legal aid 
will make the work less attractive to 
solicitors. 


The National Union of Mineworkers and 
Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist Association say 


NO TO NAZI PARASITES 


THE British National Party (BNP) is the largest nazi organisation in Britain. 
Many of the BNP's leadership, including their ‘fuhrer' John Tyndall have 
appalling criminal convictions for offences which include attempting to blow 
up the national headquarters of a left wing political party. 


The BNP are vehemently opposed to all democratic freedom and would 
immediately take away our right to strike and demonstrate against the Coal 


Board and the Government. 


Recently, the BNP have tried to exploit the miners’ struggle and use it as an 
opportunity to spread their racist nazi message by:- 


* attempting to hold paper sales outside a pit due to be closed down 


* flyposting around another pit 


* sending racist letters to union branches 
* leafleting door to door in towns across the region 


Their real attitude towards trades unionists and socialists was made clear when 
they attacked the Tyneside Mayday celebrations this year and stabbed a trades 


unionist. 


Fascists are the enemy of all socialists, trades unionists and working class 


people. Don't let them divide us. 


The National Union of Mineworkers link with anti-fascists to warn of attempts 
by the nazi British National Party to infiltrate the Save the Mines Campaign. 
Fascists have been sighted on at least two of the campaign’s marches 


Black offenders are more likely to be 
imprisoned than white offenders who 
have committed similar crimes, 
according to a report. The researchers 
also found seven judges who were 
biased in sentencing black men. 


The study, A Question of Judgment carried 
out by Dr Roger Hood for the Commission 
for Racial Equality, looked at the cases of 
1,441 black, and the same number of white, 
male defendants in the West Midlands. 

Black men were 17 per cent more likely to 
get a custodial sentence than their white 
counterparts, while Asian men were 18 per 
cent less likely. Black defendants were also 
less likely to get bail than whites. 

The length of prison sentences was longer 
for black defendants who pleaded not guilty, 
and being unemployed increased the chance 
that black, but not white, defendants would 
go to jail. 

Black defendants were less likely to be the 
subject of social enquiry reports, in which 


Judges ‘‘out of touch” and biased 


evidence of home circumstances can reduce 
sentences. 

No race effect was found for female 
defendants, but this may have been because 
of the relatively small number of women 
appearing before the courts. 

Jean Cousins, director of social policy at 
the CRE, said the survey showed that about 
30 men were imprisoned in Wolverhampton 
simply because they were black. 

The Society of Black Lawyers has 
threatened to expose the seven overtly 
prejudiced judges if the Lord Chancellor 
refuses to suspend them. Peter Herbert, 
chairman of the society, said the judges 
should be suspended until they attended a 
course on good sentencing practice. 

A survey published in the Solicitors 
Journal found that people want more women 
and black judges to be appointed. 

Of those questioned 65 per cent agreed 
that “Judges are out of touch with everyday 
people and everyday life”, while 86 per cent 
thought they should retire earlier. 
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Government measures a 
breach of human rights 


Justice, the law reform group, has 
attacked government plans to force 
Gypsy travellers into permanent 
accommodation as a potential breach 
of human rights conventions. 


The government plans would abolish 
councils’ duty to provide sites for travellers, 
and introduce harsh new measures for those 
stopping at unlawful sites. 

Apart from the loss of civil liberties, 
travellers will face the loss of education for 
their children, and increased health risks, 
particularly for mothers and babies. 

The National Association of Teachers of 
Travellers says plans to reform the Caravan 
Sites Act would “undermine the progress 
made in bringing families to education.” 

The association’s members have called for a 
national network of site provision “that 
secures the right of Gypsies and travellers to 
pursue a nomadic lifestyle within the law.” 

Save the Children agrees that the 
government’s proposals will mean more 
evictions, harassment and disrupted schooling 
for traveller children. Evictions take place 
even when there are pregnant women and 
nursing mothers in a traveller community. 
This is despite legal requirements for 
evictions to be humane and for government 
agencies to work together under the Children 
Act to safeguard the interests of children. 

Frieda Shaka, of Save the Children said: 
“Travellers have no choice but to stop at 
unauthorised sites because there are not 
enough legal sites. 

“With all these evictions we have health 
visitors saying they are unable to keep contact 
with women whose babies need checking.” 


Racist thugs 


target 


black restaurant 


An Afro-Caribbean man has lost his 
livelihood after racists burned out the 
chip shop he owned. 


The shop, in Waterloo Street, Oldham, was 
set alight by petrol poured through an air 
vent. Only days earlier racist graffiti were 
daubed in 10-inch high letters on the security 
screen of the shop. 

Edmund Brook, 54, said he would not 
reopen the shop. “I won’t reopen because next 
time they might throw a bomb into the shop 
when there are customers here,” he explained. 

“My blood ran cold when I saw the smoke. 
I took out a mortgage on my home to set up 
here and I am probably too old to get another 
job now.” 

A neighbour said: “This is absolutely 
disgusting. There is no reason for it because 
Eddie and his wife are liked around here. This 
place is not safe.” 

A number of similar attacks have been 
reported recently in different parts of the 
country. 

In Darlington, a man claiming to be head of 
the National Front threatened staff and 
customers with an alsatian dog. Gordon 
Hodgson Llewelyn, 61, hurled an ornamental 
flowerpot at the window of the Garden of 
India restaurant. He went into the restaurant 
and shouted racist abuse and obscenities at 
Mr Miah, the restaurant’s manager, and his 
staff. He swung the dog chain round and 
ordered the dog to attack Mr Miah. 

Customers took cover and asked if there 


was an emergency exit to escape. 

Llewelyn was found on the roof of his 
garage, shouting abuse at police, and was 
arrested. He was fined £40 with £40 costs. 

In Launceston, Devon, the Launceston 
Tandoori restaurant has suffered a racist 
vendetta of broken windows. The attacks 
started after a white man drove his car onto 
the pavement at the restaurant manager and 
three colleagues and shouted obscenities. The 
windows have been smashed five times in the 
past six months. 

The manager said: “No-one else has been 
attacked like this. I think it is because we are 
Indian.” 

In Grimsby a drunken lout, who shouted 
racist abuse at staff of a kebab house, came 
off worse when staff were goaded into 
fighting him. 

Clive Brown, described in court as 
extremely drunk, jumped over the counter of 
the Carafe restaurant and challenged staff to 
fight him. He took off his shirt, flexed his 
muscles and boasted that he had been to 
prison for violence. 

It was only after Brown had been thrown 
out for the second time that staff members 
Abid Aldeek, 28, and Zyad Shweiki, 26, 
kicked and punched him. Unfortunately it was 
the staff rather than the racist thug who ended 
up in court. 

Aldeek admitted assault occasioning actual 
bodily harm and was fined £150 with £100 
costs. Shweiki admitted common assault and 
was fined £75 with £100 costs. 


POLICING THE POLICE ... POLICING THE POLICE ... 


RACISM IN POLICE FORCE 


Reports of alleged police racism continue to 
mount, with the latest incidents occurring in 
London. 

An Afro-Caribbean police officer at Fulham 
police station, London, has claimed that he 
suffered “direct and indirect racial 
discrimination” and harassment from his fellow 
officers. 

A chief superintendent has been brought in 
to lead the investigation into the allegations 
against 13 policemen, ranging in rank from 
constable to superintendent. 

Some of the officers accused of 
discrimination have since approached the Police 
Federation for help. 

The black officer first made a complaint last 
summer and in October made a_ formal 
statement alleging incidents which go back up 
to two years. 

He has sought support from the Commission 
for Racial Equality, although the CRE has not 
yet decided whether to provide legal help. 

The Metropolitan Police have paid out 
£21,500 to a black football fan, who had been 
wrongly accused of firing a flare at a football 
match in 1987. 

Stanley Dixon, 35, took the Metropolitan 
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Police to court for wrongful arrest, assault and 
malicious prosecution. 

Mr Dixon, a local government officer from 
Goodmayes, Essex, made a _ statement to 
Croydon county court claiming that three 
police officers had fabricated a case knowing 
him to be innocent. 

He said that he was standing in the crowd 
watching Arsenal play West Ham. “We heard 
the noise of the flare and we were all a bit 
shocked,” he said. “Then the officers came and 
took me to the police room at the ground and 
said: ‘Tell us who did it and we will let you go.’ 

“When I said I did not know anything about 
it, they roughed me up a bit and I ended up 
being charged. I could not believe it.” 

DC Kim Overall, DC Ian James and PC Paul 
Kemp all claimed they had seen Mr Dixon fire 
the flare. 

A charge of causing grievous bodily harm 
was dropped and, at Inner London Crown 
Court in November 1987, Mr Dixon was cleared 
of malicious wounding. 

Mr Dixon said that he could have opted for a 
police complaints hearing, but he did not feel 
that he would have got a fair hearing. 

Although the police paid the compensation, 
they continue to deny the allegations and none 
of the police officers has been disciplined. 


CARDIFF THREE OUTRAGE 


The so-called Cardiff Three, who were 
wrongfully convicted and jailed for the murder 
of Lynette White, a Cardiff prostitute, have 
been freed on appeal. 

Steve Miller, 26, Tony Paris, 35, and Yusuf 
Abdullahi, 30, were jailed for life in 1990. The 
evidence against them consisted of the taped 
confession of Steve Miller, obtained after five 
days of police interviews, and verbal evidence 
from two prostitutes, who may have been 
pressurised by police. 

Lord Taylor, the Lord Chief Justice, granted 
the appeal after hearing tape recordings of the 
interviews with Mr Miller, which he described 
as “almost passing belief’. 

Lord Taylor said: “Short of physical violence, 
it is hard to conceive of a more hostile and 
intimidating approach by officers to a suspect.” 

Mr Miller denied the murder more than 300 
times, but eventually confessed after five days 
and 19 interviews. He explained: “I tried to tell 
the police that I never knew anything, but they 
kept questioning me without food and sleep, 
saying I would sit there until I told them what 
they wanted to hear.” 

Two other black men were charged alongside 
the Cardiff Three, but were acquitted. The 


s 


charges were brought in spite of the fact that 
the police were initially looking for two white 
men, one of whom had been seen near the 
murder flat with bloodstained hands. No 
forensic evidence linked the Cardiff Three to 
the crime, although there was a handprint and 
over 150 fingerprints. 

Mr Paris, whose father died while he was in 
prison, said: ‘“‘They wanted anybody for that 
murder and thought we were anybodies, but we 
were somebodies. I am so angry anyone thought 
we had done it. How they sleep, I don’t know.” 

Yusuf Abdullahi added: “There are innocent 
people in jails in this country and abroad. I can 
never forget their sufferings as they bore mine, 
and this is what I intend to expose.” 

The case was the first successful appeal since 
the introduction of the Police and Criminal 
Evidence Act. Lord Taylor claimed that the 
police failings in the case were due to “human 
error” and said there was no need for a “witch 
hunt”. The Cardiff Three denounced his 
statement as a whitewash. 

Lee Jasper, of the National Black Caucus, 
said: “The Cardiff Three were fitted up by 
police officers who now should be jailed. No 
cover-up should be tolerated. They conspired 
to deprive three black men of their liberty and 
should now feel the full force of the law.” 


PUBLIC LOSING FAITH 


A survey by the Solicitors Journal has found 
that almost half the population has lost faith in 
the police as a result of the Guildford Four and 
Birmingham Six cases. Of 1,000 people 
questioned, 48.2 per cent said the cases had 
made them lose confidence in the police. 

A separate poll, conducted by Gallup for the 
Home Office, found that 24 per cent of white 
people were not happy with the way the police 
do their job. A much larger proportion of 
Asians — 38 per cent — and Afro-Caribbeans - 
48 per cent — expressed dissatisfaction. 

The highest levels of satisfaction were when 
police were telling people the time or giving 
directions; the lowest when police were dealing 
with crimes or reports of noise or disturbance. 

Kenneth Clarke, the Home Secretary, told a 
meeting of senior police officers there was no 
room for complacency. He said quality of service 
had to mean more than an empty slogan. “The 
public is not so easily fooled,” he said. 

The Home Secretary’s comments came on the 
same day that senior police officers launched a 
statement of ethical principles for the police 
service. The 11 ethical principles are mostly 
bland platitudes, including, for example, to 
“accept responsibility for self development” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ ROCHDALE HARASSMENT 

Black people living on the Langley estate in 
Rochdale suffer racial harassment as part of 
everyday life, according to a recent report. 

Irene Edge, a tenants’ group 
representative, who has lived there for 25 
years, said the main forms of harassment 
were verbal abuse and racist graffiti. Black 
people were nervous about making 
complaints. 

She said that until her report was 
published community workers and officials 
had maintained that there was no problem on 
the estate. 

She has put forward a number of proposals 
for improving the situation. 

(Manchester Evening News 20.11.92) 


@ CENSUS DISPROVES RACISTS 

Figures from the 1991 Census, the first time 
that there was a direct measure of ethnic 
origin, show that only 5.5 per cent of Britain’s 
population — one in 20 — are from ethnic 
minorities. So much for racist lies about the 
‘fndigenous population” being outnumbered 
by “immigrants”. 

The figures show that people from India 
are the biggest ethnic group - 1.5 per cent — 
followed by 0.9 per cent black Caribbeans 
and a similar proportion of Pakistani origin. 

There is considerable regional variation. In 
the South East almost one in 10 people are 
from ethnic minorities, rising to just over a 
quarter in inner London. In the West 
Midlands one in 12 people are from ethnic 
minorities. 

The West Midlands has the largest Indian 
and Bangladeshi population, while the North 
West has the largest number of people of 
Chinese origin. 
(Independent 
19.12.92) 


19.12.92, Financial Times 


POLICING THE POLICE = POLICING THE POLICE ... 


and to “perform duties with diligence and the 
proper use of discretion.” 

The most important are the commitments to 
“exercise force only when justified and use only 
the minimum amount of force necessary to 
effect my lawful purpose and restore the 
peace,’ and to “draw attention to any 
malpractice by any person.” 

But this is undermined by being part of a 
longer statement which reads “Support all 
colleagues in the performance of their lawful 
duties and in doing so, actively oppose and 
draw attention to any malpractice by any 
person.” 

One of the major problems with the police 
service is precisely that police loyalty to their 
colleagues generally outweighs any desire to 
expose malpractice. 

Alan Eastwood, chairman of the Police 
Federation, which represents junior ranks, 
dismissed the code as “unnecessary”, 
illustrating the gulf that needs to be overcome. 

Bernie Grant, MP, described the code as a 
sham, pointing out: “There is nothing here 
about racist behaviour being unethical. 

“Once again the police have failed to deliver 
what is necessary — a firm code of conduct with 
real sanctions against officers who behave in a 
racist manner,” he continued. 
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HILL 


STREET 
NEWS 


ill Street News is an occa- 
i sional column, written in 

his own inimitable style, by 
Ray Hill, who was Searchlight’s 
mole inside the leadership of the 
British nazi right and the neo-nazi 
European terror networks in the 
1970s and 1980s. 


I took a look at the anti-federalist, anti- 
Maastricht march and rally in London last 
month. I can understand how people from the 
extreme right of the Tory party and the left of 
the Labour party can make common ground 
over such a serious issue, never mind whether 
I agree with them. But what nauseated me 
was to see the likes of Tony Benn at a demon- 
stration where the National Front and former 
NF members who are now populating a series 
of anti-federalist groups around the country 
were active. 

I’ve always had a soft spot for Wedgie 
Benn, but I think he might do better to take a 
look at what is going on in his own con- 
stituency in Chesterfield. On my last visit the 
place was blanketed with large British 
National Party posters and slogans and the 
nazi terror that is taking place throughout the 
region originates to some extent from nazi 
activists in Chesterfield. 


O’Hara runs with Brady 


During last year I used my column to attack 
an individual named Laurence “Larry” 
O’ Hara, who is apparently a perpetual ageing 
student working on a thesis about the history 
of the post-war right in Britain. I was very 
rude about his association with the former NF 
mini-fiihrer Patrick Harrington, who now 
runs the third positionist Third Way organisa- 
tion, and more recently about the way he was 
hanging around the NF as it disintegrated. 

Now O’Hara has gone completely beyond 
the pale by nestling up to Steven John Brady, 
a well known supporter of Ulster terrorism 
and a convicted thug. O’Hara’s purpose 
seems to be to undermine the work of 
Searchlight and serious anti-fascists. He has 
persuaded a number of publications to pub- 
lish his outpourings, including Labour 
Briefing, which drew a lengthy rebuttal from 
Graeme Atkinson, Searchlight’s European 
editor. 

He then turned to Robin Ramsay, the then 
joint editor of Lobster magazine, and was 
given a lot of space not only to attack 
Searchlight and its editor but to smear in a 
libelous fashion both myself and the co- 
author of my autobiography The Other Face 
of Terror. | am preparing a document that will 
be available to anyone genuinely interested in 
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the truth about the attack on us by O’Hara or 
rather his nazi mate Steve Brady. 

Stephen Dorril, Robin Ramsay’s former 
partner, has written a letter, reproduced here, 
to explain to our readers the situation at 
Lobster. Ramsay’s attack is not limited to 
Searchlight and other anti-fascists in Britain. 
He has reproduced an American article writ- 
ten by Daniel Brandt, a man who has been 
totally discredited in the States for his associ- 
ation with members of Lyndon LaRouche’s 
fascist organisation. The target of this creep’s 
attack is Chip Berlet, one of the straightest 
and most decent anti-fascist researchers and 
writers in North America. 

Last year O’Hara went crawling to the 
Press Commission to complain about my 
description of him as Patrick Harrington’s 
errand boy. The Commission in its wisdom 
decided it was an acceptable comment. I 
would like to add that when one lies down 
with a political dog like Harrington, one is 
sure to get up with flees, and the proof is the 
little wretch O’Hara’s nauseating association 
with Brady, one of Britain’s nastiest nazis and 
thugs. 

Ramsay’s excuse for publishing all this fas- 
cist claptrap is his belief that Searchlight’s 
editor Gerry Gable is an officer for MIS, MI6, 
Mossad, the KGB and even possibly the 
Salvation Army. He bases this revelation on 
what he tells his readers is his personal expe- 


Dear Friends 

At the end of 1992, Robin Ramsay did a 
‘Rupert Murdoch’ — unceremoniously, and 
without warning, dumping co-editor 
Stephen Dorril. In this one-man boardroom 
coup — attributed by some to the male 
menopause — Ramsay also decided to keep 
the subscription list and finances for 
himself. 

You may have seen Lobster 24, produced 
and edited solely by Ramsay, which includ- 
ed acceptance of the wilder conspiracy theo- 
ries and aspects of parapsychology, moves 
which, as some subscribers have pointed 
out, can only serve to undermine the maga- 
zine’s name and good standing. 

Dorril contacted fellow researchers and 
friends, who agreed to join with him in pro- 
ducing a magazine which would combine 
the best aspects of Lobster with some of 
the changes and ideas they all thought 
necessary. 

The magazine will retain the long articles 
with masses of footnotes for which Lobster 


Ramsay and Lobster: the truth 


An open letter from co-editor Stephen Dorril 


rience. His story is that Gerry Gable pub- 
lished information in Private Eye which came 
from a telephone conversation between 
Ramsay and a man who it was suggested had 
been a representative of the notorious 
Somoza régime in Nicaragua. According to 
Ramsay, there was only one possible way Mr 
Gable could have known about this, which 
was by listening to MI5 recordings of his 
telephone calls. The truth, as Stephen Dorril, 
Ramsay’s former partner knows, is_ that 
Ramsay repeated his conversation to someone 
else who promptly told Mr Gable. 

The most sinister part of all this nonsense is 
that O’Hara, with Ramsay’s assistance, has 
published Brady’s explanation of how 
Searchlight obtained in the 1980s correspon- 
dence between Brady and Andy Tyrie, then a 
senior official of the UDA, in which Brady 
attempted to put Tyrie in touch with nazi and 
terrorist groups in Europe. Brady had also 
praised Protestant murder squads in some of 
the letters. 

When Brady started to play footsie with the 
Tory party about a year ago, Searchlight 
reproduced some of these letters again, much 
to Brady’s chagrin. 


Brady’s deadly game 


Brady told O’Hara that Gerry Gable had got 
the letters from British army intelligence as 
they had been seized in a raid on the UDA 
headquarters in the 1980s. When Mr Gable 
read this, he could not remember at first 
where they had come from. After asking 
around the Searchlight team, he realised he 
had not been the original recipient of these 
very revealing letters at all. A journalist on a 
national Sunday newspaper had got them 
from a contact inside the UDA and he had 
passed them to another writer who in turn had 
passed them to my editor. 

Searchlight has already received a number 
of death threats from Protestant extremist 
organisations, but it is clearly Brady’s inten- 
tion to try and establish a British army link to 


is renowned, but will also be more user 
friendly. This will involve better design and 
layout with additional defined sections, such 
as reviews and profiles of organisations and 
individuals; some shorter, sharper articles; a 
research wants section and a column of 
snippets, gossip and comment. The range of 
interests will remain eclectic but solidly 
rational. While we will continue to publish 
material from the First World War onwards, 
there will be a stronger emphasis on con- 
temporary events. 

We hope that the changes will encourage 
other people to write and contribute materi- 
al, whether long articles or small items. We 
are aiming to produce an issue in March and 
material should reach us by the end of 
February. All contributions should be typed 
up on A4 paper or supplied on floppy disk 
(MS DOS or Apple Mac 3.5 inch disk). 

Old subscribers and those interested in 
helping should contact Stephen Dorril, 135 
School Street, Netherthong, Huddersfield, 
HD7 2YB. 


Newham council housing officer and 


BNP election candidate Barry Osborne 


the magazine so that we can be put on the 
Provisionals’ hit list as well. And this scum- 
bag O’Hara has wittingly or unwittingly 
played a part in that. 


Lili Marlene 


While Blood and Honour’s own Lili Marlene, 
Kathy Murphy, is vigorously denying that she 
is still active in nazi circles, including the 
bonehead and white resistance movements, 
some of her trade union colleagues in 
Coventry have found themselves at logger- 
heads. Most of them want to get rid of this 
woman from a position where she has access 
to personal files, but one union official seems 
to be making every excuse possible not to 
demand that management remove her. 

Better news is that her pillock of a 
boyfriend, bonehead Adrian Blundell, has 
been bounced out of his job at Parcelforce, 
where he was a regular casual on the 
Coventry airport run. The company’s man- 
agement clearly understood the security risk 
of employing somebody who is associated 
with an organisation of white resisters who 
advocate armed white struggle, and promptly 
agreed not to employ him under any circum- 
stances in the future. 


A stick for a carrot 


The BNP was cock-a-hoop last autumn when 
it won 20 per cent of the poll in a local coun- 
cil election on the Isle of Dogs, east London. 
The candidate, Barry Osborne, known in the 
BNP as a Jasper Carrot look alike (sorry 
Jasper) turns out to have more connection 
with the neighbouring borough of Newham, 
where he is employed in the local authority 
Housing Department at 3 Pragel Street, 
Upton Park. 

This council, which always claims to have 
such a “right on” attitude, has recently shown 
itself to be not so progressive, telling mem- 
bers of the union NALGO that cuts in jobs 
and services had to take place because 
Newham faces special problems, with one of 
the largest ethnic and refugee problems in the 
country. It is a bit thick for a council to take 
this attitude, when many of the people who 


live in the borough and voted them into office 
in fact come from the ethnic communities. 

Perhaps I could help the council by propos- 
ing another small cut, namely the cost of one 
housing officer by the name of Mr Osborne, 
the termination of whose employment would 
be very welcome. 


Trigger happy 
The arrest just before Christmas in the North 
West of England of a man on charges of pos- 
sessing explosives, submachine guns, assault 
rifles, pistols and a mass of ammunition once 
again highlighted the connection between 
Britain’s nazis and illicit arms trading. The 
man, who cannot be named for legal reasons, 
is a former member of British Movement’s 
notorious leader guard and had used the expe- 
rience he gained as a soldier in the British 
army in order to fight as a mercenary for Ian 
Smith’s illegal régime in Rhodesia. 

His arrest, coming in the wake of the provi- 
sional IRA bombs in Manchester, led most 


people to think he had an IRA connection, but 
of course it is far more likely that if there is a 
connection with Northern Ireland it is with 
the loyalist camp. 

Shortly afterwards, two other events 
occurred that convinced observers of the far- 
right scene in this part of the country that 
something big was going on, involving the far 
right, explosives and weapons. The first was 
when a haul of weapons was thrown from a 
road bridge into a local river. Unfortunately 
for those who did the throwing, the river was 
frozen and a couple of youngsters playing 
nearby alerted the police to their find. 

The second was the announcement that 
Trevor Jones of Salford had been found dead 
by suicide. He had shot himself in the head. 
In 1987 Searchlight reported that Jones had 
been convicted and sent to prison for holding 
up a building society office using a machine 
gun. During the investigation it came out that 
Jones, like the recently arrested man, was a 
member of British Movement. 


National Justice for 
Mineworkers Campaign 


Convenor 
Rick Sumner 
P20;BOx.6, 
Miners Offices 
Durham DH1 4BB 


Dear Searchlight 

This letter is prompted by the recent rise 
of fascism in Europe and our concern about 
fascism and racism in this country. At a time 
of growing unemployment, many young 
people look for scapegoats and easy 


answers. This is very dangerous because 
this is when groups such as the British 
National Party start to spread their filthy 
poison. 

We, the undersigned, are all active in the 
coalfields fighting to save our industry and 
to gain justice for those of us who are still 


victimised for our role in the 1984-85 strike. 
The one thing we have all learned is that 
there are no easy answers. 

Certainly fascism has nothing to offer 
working class people. Look at Spain and 
Portugal, where fascist dictators ruled 

almost unchallenged for over two decades. 

When their regimes ended ordinary people 
had a very poor standard of living and 
working conditions were primitive. 

The only way for working people to 
change this greed-ridden society for the bet- 
ter is to work together as a class. Our coal 
industry is presently threatened by imports 
of dumped foreign coal but the answer isn’t 
simply to pull up the drawbridge. 

One of the main sources of cheap coal is 
South Africa, where black mineworkers are 
paid only one sixth of the proper wage. The 
National Union of Mineworkers in Britain 
has given time, money and advice to the 
South African Mineworkers Union to help 
them to organise so that they can fight 
against exploitation. Once they are able to 
gain a proper wage then their coal will not 
be a threat to us. Likewise in Colombia, 


Arthur Scargill 


Peter Heathfield 
Mick McGahey 


Hon President Secretary 
Terry Norman 
Treasurer 


Arthur Oxley 


Hon Vice Pres. 


where children as young as six are being 
forced to work underground. Our role is to 
apply pressure in every way we can so that 
this criminal exploitation is ended and our 
coal is not undercut by imports stained with 
the blood of children. 

In the areas of Britain which have been 
devastated by previous pit closures, it is all 
too easy for youngsters to be taken in by 
morons who blame immigrants for all their 
troubles. It just isn’t true. It isn’t immigrants 
who closed half our pits, our shipyards, our 
steelworks. The real enemies are the people 
who live for profits and now say quite open- 
ly that it is all right to be greedy ... so if you 
are young and unemployed do something 
positive. Support the fight for the coal 
industry, join in your local campaigns 
against cuts in services, support your local 
hospital ... and tell the people selling fascist 
papers what to do with them. 

Ken Ambler, victimised miner, Yorks NUM 
George Brooks, victimised miner, Notts 
NUM 

Terry French, victimised miner, Kent NUM 
William Hubbard, victimised miner, 
Scotland 

Billy Kelly, secretary, Ashton & Haydock 
craftsmen, Lancs NUM 

Jimmy Lees, victimised miner, Notts NUM 
Dave Parry, Yorks NUM 

Dennis Pennington, victimised miner, Lancs 
NUM 

Billy Pye, NEC member, Lancs NUM 

Rick Sumner, convenor, National Justice for 
Mineworkers Campaign 

Dave Temple, North East NUM 

Dave Douglass, Yorks NUM. 
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German bans — too little too late 


owards the end of 1992 the 
German authorities began a 
flurry of action, with a series of 
big police raids on neo-nazis in numer- 
ous locations, in which firearms, explo- 
sives and nazi paraphernalia were 


uncovered. 


This was followed by the banning, in rapid 
succession, of four neo-nazi organisations, 
the Nationalistische Front (NF) on 27 
November, the Deutsche Alternative (DA) on 
10 December, the Deutsche Kameradschaft- 
bund (DKB) on 21 December and finally the 
Nationale Offensive (NO) the day after. The 
actions were coupled with applications for 
legal proceedings against key individuals. 

The immediate catalyst for the bans and the 
burst of police activity, of which so much 
forewarning was given that the various nazi 
outfits were able to prepare for it well in 
advance by removing all really incriminating 
material, was the nazi atrocity in MOlln in late 
November, when three Turks were murdered 
in a firebomb attack. 

But it is clear that other important factors 
were behind the moves authorised by Interior 
Minister Rudolf Seiters. 

Firstly, it is noteworthy that action only 
really got under way once it was clear that a 
shabby deal had been cooked up with the 
opposition Social Democratic Party (SPD) to 
enable the Kohl government to wipe out 
Article 16 of the German constitution, which 
guarantees the right to asylum. 

The agreement to “compromise” on the 
constitutional changes, destroying two years 
of SPD opposition to such a step, was con- 
cluded with Kohl’s CDU on 6 and 7 
December and ratified by a 101 to 64 majori- 
ty by the SPD parliamentary group on 15 
December. 

Secondly, the Mélln slaughter created a 
belated but nevertheless welcome sense of 
revulsion among a large minority of the 
German population. This led to displays of 
opposition to “violence” with a series of mas- 
sive torchlight and “candle chain” demonstra- 
tions, although next to nothing was said about 
racism or Article 16. 


Thirdly, and perhaps most significantly, 


international pressure forced the govern- 
ment’s hand. Statements by foreign govern- 
ments, the Vatican and Jewish communities 
across the world and demonstrations in 
numerous countries, coupled with increasing- 
ly adverse press coverage, exacerbated 
Germany’s already bad image problems. 

The banned nazis have, however, already 
begun to skirt around the new restrictions. 
They have sent some of their cadres under- 
ground while others are preparing new organ- 
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isations, like the planned “Deutsche 
Initiative”, to replace the outlawed ones. 

Whether the much-rumoured Deutsche 
Initiative will materialise is not yet known. 
The speculation about a new organisation 
may be the main reason for Ewald Althans’s 
sudden reappearance on the scene. 

Althans was due to reopen his office and 
shop in Munich on 13 January in anticipation 
of a trouble-shooting visit from his former 
sugar daddy, Ernst Ziindel, the Canadian- 
German Auschwitz liar, who is said to have 
cut off funds from his protégé. 

Since Althans was “outed” as gay, persis- 
tent rumours of “financial irregularities” have 
flown around the nazi scene, along with sug- 
gestions that there may be a bullet with his 
name on it. 

Ziindel’s visit was scheduled for mid- 
January and included meetings with the rival 
leading nazis Christian Worch and Althans, in 
a bid to clear the political mess that surrounds 
Althans. 

Despite the relative success of the nazis’ 
terror campaign, there is trouble at the top. 
Before the ban on the DA, the nazi 
Gesinnungsgemeinschaft der Neue Front 
(GdNF) internal bulletin, Die Neue Front, 
was moaning in its November 1992 edition 
that the Hessen region had “developed into a 
problem area”. 

This stemmed over rivalry between two of 
the GdNF’s multifarious franchise operations: 
the DA and Heinz “Nero” Reisz’s personal 
fiefdom, Deutsches Hessen. Reisz was less 
than amused when Frank Hiibner started to 
muscle in on his territory. 

Reisz is one of two nazis facing the loss of 
their political rights, the other being Thomas 
Dienel, boss of yet another GdNF offshoot, 
the Deutsche Nationale Partei. 

On the day that Dienel was convicted and 
given 32 months’ jail for insulting foreigners 
and making antisemitic speeches regretting 
that Germany’s youth had not killed any 
Jews, Interior Minister Seiters asked the 
Constitutional Court to deprive him of his 
rights of expression and assembly. In court, 
Dienel was completely unrepentant and 
hurled antisemitic and racist abuse at the 
judges and prosecutors. 

The rabid antisemite Reisz will consider it 
an honour to be deprived of his political 
rights. He is the kind of turkey who would 
vote for Christmas, especially if he thought it 
would guarantee him martyrdom. 

But the precedents for Seiters’s case are not 
good. In the 1950s an attempt was made to 
ban Otto-Ernst Remer, the former Nazi gener- 
al. Remer remains a nazi and was convicted 
on 9 December 1992 for denying the mass 
murder of the Jews. In the 1960s steps were 


taken to deprive Gerhard Frey, the millionaire 
nazi publisher, of his political rights. 

Both attempts failed abysmally and the 
time span between the government applica- 
tion and the final court decision was several 
years. Nobody should hold their breath while 
waiting. 

Opinion within the German nazi scene on 
how to react to the organisational and person- 
al bans is generally much divided. Reisz, for 
example, is physically incapable of keeping 
shut the big mouth for which he is now 
known internationally. 

But Christian Worch, who has a much 
longer term and more strategic view, is 
known to be terrified of a ban either on his 
own Nationale Liste or even on the GdNF. He 
is keeping a very low profile. The Nationale 
Liste has, incredibly, asked the Constitutional 
Court in Karlsruhe to place it under “preven- 
tive legal protection” against a possible ban. 

On the other hand, Frank Hiibner, the erst- 
while chief of the outlawed 1,500-strong 
Deutsche Alternative, continues to court pub- 
licity and has made little secret of his deter- 
mination “to carry on”. 

He has little to worry about. Many of his 
supporters in his local stronghold of Cottbus 
have entered the bigger Nationaldemo- 
kratische Partei Deutschland (NPD) until the 
dust settles. 

So unperturbed by the bans are the nazis 
that they even continue to hold their regular 
“Kameradschaft” meetings in their traditional 
venue, the Wasserman pub in Cottbus. The 
only difference is that, for cosmetic reasons, 
the meetings are led by the local NPD leader, 
Andreas Rex. 

While the nazis flout the law, three groups 
are also contesting it. Jiirgen Rieger, a nazi 
lawyer, pagan and NF sympathiser, acting on 
behalf of the NF and NO and another pro- 
fascist lawyer for the DA, have appealed 
against the ban on the technical ground that 
their clients were all officially registered as 
parties and therefore cannot be banned within 
the terms of the laws banning associations, 
even criminal ones. 

This legal defence might convince the 
courts to throw out the ban, leaving nazism 
more legalised in Germany than at any time 
since 1945. This would be despite the avail- 
ability of ample legal measures, like the anti- 
nazi Article 139 of the constitution, the anti- 
terrorism paragraph 129a of the penal code, 
paragraphs 86 and 86a, which forbid nazi 
propaganda and symbols, and __ the 
International Convention against Racial 
Prejudice and Discrimination, which has legal 
validity in Germany. 

A decision on the nazis’ appeal was expect- 
ed just after Searchlight went to press. The 


outcome may decide Seiters’s next step. It is 
unlikely, for example, that the fascist 
Deutsche Volks Union or the Republikaner 
Partei will be banned, although on 15 
December, as an obvious quid pro quo to the 
SPD for its shameful support of constitutional 
changes, the Verfassungsschutz (internal 
security service) placed the Republikaner 
Partei on its surveillance list. 

An inter-ministerial working group has 
been established to coordinate measures to 
combat extreme-right violence and _ the 
Bundeskriminalamt, Germany’s main police 
agency, has announced that it will triple the 
number of police specialists assigned to mon- 
itor the extreme right. 

The history of political bans in Germany, 
going back to the state repression of the SPD 
at the end of the last century and the later 
bans on Hitler’s brown-shirted legions in 
1932, is not a good one. Bans have normally 
been, with some post-war exceptions, an indi- 
cation of the incipient weakness of the state. 

Certainly, the latest moves are just that and 
are likely to strengthen those very forces 
whicl: Kohl, Seiters and the CDU have spent 
two years tacitly encouraging and which they 
now seek to make redundant, having got the 
green light from the SPD to place racist curbs 
on asylum-seekers. 

For the time being, the neo-nazis will be 
generally more circumspect. But they will 
probably emerge strengthened in the foresee- 
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Meinolf Schonborn (left), former leader of the Nationlistische Front, one of the 
recently banned nazi organisations, and the NF’s current leader, Andreas Pohl. 
Schonborn is also facing prosecution for forming a terrorist group 


able future, as the economic crisis begins to 
bite and disaffection among young people 
particularly turns into radicalisation. 

It is then that the failure of the demonstra- 
tions at the end of 1992 to confront the causes 
and not merely the symptoms will prove to 
have been disastrous. 

@ After 18 months of steadfastly denying 
that the petrol-bomb throwers of the right rep- 
resent even a glimmer of of a terrorist threat, 
German Federal State Prosecutor Alexander 


von Stahl has finally leapt into action. On 13 
January it was announced that he will person- 
ally conduct a full-scale investigation ... into 
one of the anti-racist protesters who threw 
eggs at the hypocrites on the platform at the 
demonstration against violence in Berlin on 9 
November last year (see Searchlight, 
December 1992). The grounds? Suspicion 
that the egg-throwing protester “defamed the 
president of Germany”. We don’t know 
whether to laugh or cry. 
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Though nazi violence receded slightly during 
the late autumn last year, following some 
heavy court sentences for nazi thugs and 
expected state bans on nazi organisations, it 
has by no means stopped. 

According to figures issued by the Interior 
Ministry, the numbers of “racist, xenophobic 
and right-extremist outrages” numbered 416 
in August, 1,061 in September after the 
Rostock pogrom, and 740 in October. 

Of these attacks, 61 in August, 172, in 
September and 85 in October were firebomb 
attacks. The arrest tallies for the same period 
were 125, 422 and 155 respectively. 

Significantly, the figures show that in 
September and October the worst region for 
nazi political violence was the west German 
state of Nordrhein-Westfalen. This strikes 
another blow to the myth that it all happens in 
the East. 

The overall statistics for 1992, issued by 
the Bundeskriminalamt (Federal Criminal 
Office) and the Verfassungsschutz (internal 
security service), reflect the unceasing inten- 
sity of the nazi terror campaign, despite again 
being at some variance with each other. 

On 9 December, the criminal office issued 
Statistics which showed that, up to the end of 
November, a total of 4,587 “indictable xeno- 
phobic offences” had been perpetrated, as 
against a total of 2,462 for the whole of 1991. 

Five days later, the Verfassungsschutz pub- 
lished its own figures, showing that, up to 13 
December, it had registered 2,184 “right- 
extremist acts of violence”. Of these, 686 had 
involved arson or the use of explosives, 17 
people had been killed and 542 wounded. The 
corresponding figure for 1991 was 1,489 such 
acts of violence. 

In mid-December Johannes Vécking, secre- 
tary of state for the interior, reported that up 


to the beginning of December there had been 
at least 77 desecrations of Jewish cemeteries 
and Jewish property, more than double the 
number in 1991. 

Searchlight’s latest survey of nazi violence 
confirms that while the level of violence 
appears to have fallen a little, it seems that 
the Christmas break had as much effect as the 
measures adopted by the Kohl government. 

Between 4 December and 3 January, the 
following incidents were monitored: 


The terror 
goes on 


4 December. Reichenberg, near Koblenz. 
Police inspector is suspended after comment- 
ing, in connection with nazi attacks on asy- 
lum-seekers’ homes, that “these blacks need a 
good hiding.” 

5 December. Bromskirchen. Nazi bone- 
heads distribute racist leaflets in discothéque 
and provoke a fight. Police intervene and fire 
warning shots to break up the brawl. 
Westerkappeln. Racists burn down hostel for 
Yugoslav refugees. Neuss. Racist attempt to 
set fire to entrance of home for 200 refugees. 
Augsburg. Battle ensues after skinhead 
shouts “Foreigners out!” in discothéque. 
Roédermark-Urberach. Fascist arson attack 
on house with foreign residents. Grosskayna. 
Twenty people wounded in a pub battle 
between fascist youths and Romanian asy- 
lum-seekers. Sindelfingen. Four people 


injured in racist arson attack on a building 
housing refugees. Fredersdorf. Twenty nazi 
boneheads armed with clubs and baseball bats 
storm pub, wounding three guests and rob- 
bing the till. Passau. A meeting of the 
Nationaler Block is banned and 2,000 anti- 
fascists demonstrate to enforce it. Bad Télz. 
Meeting of the Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands forbidden because of threat of 
serious civil disorder. Berkamen-Oberaden. 
Fascist arson attack on refugee centre. Bad 
Orb. Cemetery desecrated and school heavily 
daubed with neo-nazi slogans. 

6 December. Hohenleipisch. Germans 
attack foreigners in discothéque. Police arrest 
eight foreigners. Janschwilde. Croatian 
worker dies in mysterious blaze at block of 
flats. Police “refuse to rule out a political 
background to the fire”. K6nigslutter. Fascist 
firebomb attack at refugee centre. 
Grafenthal. Clash between fascists and anti- 
fascists. No further details. Potsdam. 
Entertainer Gerhard Gundermann tells an 
audience: “I love my dog like a brother but 
those Vietnamese, there’s nothing they’d like 
better than to catch him and eat him.” 
Weingarten. Nazis armed with gas pistol 
shoot 37-year-old Frenchman in the face, then 
severely beat him. 

7 December. Guben. Jewish cemetery 
desecrated. 

8 December. Beeskow. Fascists fire distress 
rockets into home for refugees. Bamberg. 
Indian woman student attacked and slashed 
across the stomach with a knife after being 
told “We'll do to you what was done in 
MGlln.” German neo-nazi messages turn up 
on Israeli computer mail-boxes. Two Israelis 
in Eilat receive a warning from Bonn: “Fifty 
years ago, your grandparents died here. Now 
it’s your turn.” 
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9 December. Berlin-Kreuzberg. Two fas- 
cists attack the Diyalog Club, ripping anti- 
racist posters off the walls and beating up a 
foreign actor after he refuses to shout “Heil 
Hitler”. Treuchtlingen. Fascists burst into the 
home of a Syrian and beat him senseless. 
Hanover. Handicapped man attacked and 
beaten by fascists. Lower Saxony. Police 
raid homes of 24 members of the 
Deutschekameradschaftsbund and find 
weapons and illegal propaganda material. 

10 December. Erkner. Fascists daub nazi 
slogans on monument to anti-Hitler resis- 
tance. Schulzendorf. A Kurdish woman asy- 
lum-seeker run over by racists in car with 
false number plates, sustaining serious leg 
and shoulder injuries. Nationwide police 
swoops against the Deutsche Alternative 
(DA). Police raid more than 60 premises, 
turning up little other than T-shirts with nazi 
symbols, swastika flags, a sawn-off air pistol 
and two distress pistols. Thanks to several 
days’ warning, the DA also cleared out its 
bank accounts. 

11 December. Klétze. Fascists armed with 
baseball bats flee when confronted by 
refugees while trying to smash their way into 
a refugee centre. Arnstadt. Monument to 
Jewish victims of fascism desecrated and 
daubed with swastikas. 

12 December. Nauen. Police prevent a nazi 
firebomb attack on a refugee centre after 
intercepting fascists in a stolen car. Searches 
of the homes of those arrested uncovers pro- 
paganda material from the banned 
Nationalistische Front, swastika flags, imperi- 
al war flags and bomb-making equipment. 
Berlin- Adlersdorf. Four fascist boneheads 
beat 25-year-old man with iron bars. Munich. 
Fascists firebomb hostel for foreign workers. 
Kaufbeuren. Racist arson attack on foreign 
family’s home. Cottbus. Nazis attack SPD 
office for the second time in two days, daub- 
ing swastikas and the word “Revenge”. 
Wiesbaden. Fascists attack Turkish worker 
on his way to work, pouring petrol over him 
but fleeing before being able to set him 
ablaze. Rostock. Thirty masked nazis armed 
with baseball bats, iron bars and petrol-bombs 
attack left-wing youth centre. Police raids on 
Nationale Offensive members in Dortmund, 
Witten and Bochum. Berlin-Pankow. Nazi 
youths take over youth club before marching 
in the street and chanting “Germany for the 
Germans”. 

13 December. Eberswalde. Police hurt in 
fighting at discothéque after searching it for 
neo-nazis suspected of refugee centre attack. 

14. December. Monument to Walther 
Rathenau, a Jewish politician assassinated by 
fascists in 1922, desecrated and damaged. 
Berlin. Fascist shoots and seriously wounds 
22-year-old foreigner at Hermannplatz under- 
ground station. 

15 December. Magdeburg-Cracau. Local 
residents announce formation of vigilante 
troop “to protect German women and chil- 
dren” against asylum-seekers. Berlin. Three 
workers sacked for “xenophobic and anti- 
semitic utterances”. Nazis threaten action 
against plans for a refugee reception centre 
for 1,500 in the village of Brand, near 
Konigs-Wusterhausen, scene of paramilitary 
exercises with firearms. Mithldorf am Inn. 
Teacher investigated for distributing fascist 
Deutsche Volks Union leaflets to secondary 
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school pupils. Bremen. SPD _ politician 
Henning Scherf demands action against 
police trade union journal for publishing 
openly racist articles. 

16 December. Berlin. Nollendorf Platz 
underground station. Fierce clash between 50 
nazi youths and police after racist incidents 
and nazi attempts to set free one of their num- 
ber who had been arrested. Three police and 
two railway workers injured in the fighting. 
Cottbus. Police raid pub and arrest 25 mem- 
bers of the banned Deutsche Alternative. All 
are immediately released. 

17 December. Diisseldorf. Fascists attack 
16-year-old Greek woman and scratch a 
swastika into her forehead. Berlin-Mitte. A 
35-year-old Egyptian is shot and later dies 
from bullet wounds. Bielefeld. The Federal 
Society for Aid to the Homeless reports that 
in 1992 six homeless people were murdered 
by neo-nazis and fascist involvement is sus- 
pected in a further four cases. 

18 December. Marburg. Skinhead beats up 
dark-haired bus passenger while, with one 
exception, other passengers look on. 

19 December. Erlensee. Police action 
needed to enforce a ban on a concert by neo- 
nazi rock band. Berlin. Fascist meeting place 
raided by police who detain 13 nazis and 
charge a further 17 with a variety of offences, 
including violently resisting arrest, public 
order violations and possession of rings and 
other items with SS-runes and swastika sym- 
bols. Hamburg-Altona. Neo-nazis hurl 
smoke bombs into Christmas market. 

20 December. Berlin-Charlottenburg. 
Fascists batter Romanian refugee with iron 
bars, leaving him with serious head injuries 
and knife wounds. Greifswald-Ladeburg. 
Firebomb attack on refugee hostel. Geltow. 
Three masked nazis raid Bundeswehr bar- 
racks and seize 34 automatic light assault 
rifles, seven machine guns and a Kalashnikov 
rifle. The raiders overpowered and tied up 
two soldiers. Berlin. Racists abuse off-duty 
policeman because of his dark skin. When he 
takes refuge in a newspaper shop, they smash 
the windows. Mainz. Around 250 hold pagan 
festival to celebrate winter solstice. Leipzig. 
Nazis desecrate Jewish cemetery, overturning 
gravestones and daubing them with swastikas 
and the words “Sieg heil” and “Jews perish”. 
A spokesman for the “German Christian Con- 
servative Forum” (a CDU Bundestag mem- 
ber) criticises the German media for “show- 
ing more sympathy to criminal asylum-seek- 
ers than to their German racial compatriots.” 

21 December. Leipzig. A 39-year-old man 
is severely injured after being kicked and 
beaten by fascist-led youth gang and forced to 
shout “Sieg heil”. Police raid on the gang, 
which carried out five robberies, discloses 
replica pistols, clubs and camouflage cloth- 
ing. The handicapped people’s organisation 
Lebenshilfe warns Chancellor Kohl that 
handicapped people are victims of fascist vio- 
lence more frequently than before: “People 
with handicaps are being attacked, tormented 
and even set on fire.” 

22 December. Kiel. The captain of a 
German navy corvette is demoted because he 
expressed support for the Mélln killings and 
made jokes about concentration camps. 
Thirty locations raided by armed police in 
swoop against the now banned Nationale 
Offensive. Berlin-Charlottenburg. Racists 


attack and stab the hand of an Algerian. 
Heldenheim. Fascists brutally beat up the 16- 
year-old daughter of a member of the German 
Communist Party (DKP). 

23 December. Member of the Bundes-gren- 
zschutz élite border guards suspended after 
being caught in a police control on his way to 
a nazi winter solstice celebration. Weapons 
and nazi propaganda material found in his 
home. Cologne. A 29-year-old Turkish 
woman and her brother-in-law are wounded 
in nazi parcel bomb attack. 

25 December. Bohmte, near Osnabriick. 
Fascists burn down Turkish-owned food 
shop. Essen. Failed nazi arson attempt 
against refugee centre. 

26 December. Thale. Two girls, aged 14 
and 16, torture another girl almost to death 
because she wants to leave the neo-nazi 
scene. The girl is pushed into a river and 
burnt with lighted cigarettes. Remplin. 
Fascists stone asylum-seekers’ hostel, smash- 
ing many windows. 

27 December. Frankfurt am Main. Two 
fascist boneheads savagely beat a tram-driver 
for giving advice to a Turk. Friedrichshain. 
Fifty masked and armed nazis storm and 
wreck discothéque. Several people injured. 
Meschede. Clash as anti-fascists break up 
demonstration by nazi skinheads. 

28 December. Bocholt. Firebomb attack on 
home of Turkish family. Arendsee. 
Transcript of a speech by Christian Democrat 
MP Rudolf Krause, at official CDU meeting 
five days after M@lln, is released, showing 
that he demanded to know “how many 
Germans have been killed by gypsies?” 

29 December. Nieder-Eschbach. Fascist 
skinhead attacks and beats up two pensioners 
in their flat. Potsdam. Axel Ludders, chief of 
the State Criminal Office in Brandenburg, 
castigates security authorities in west 
Germany for giving public forewarning of the 
bans against the Nationalistische Front and 
the Deutsche Alternative. 

31 December. Berlin. Lebanese man shot 
dead in suspected racist murder. 
Kaiserslautern. Massive _ street _ battle 
between skinheads and bikers. Ten people 
injured, one seriously. Buxtehiide. Newly 
built home for refugees burned down. 
Edemissen. Attack on hostel for asylum- 
seekers. Spremberg. Fascist youths riot at 
refugee centre, smashing windows and trying 
to storm the building. 

1 January. Detmold. Shots fired through 
windows of home for ethnic German settlers. 
Two men later arrested. Fiirstenberg. Forty- 
strong nazi troop attacks Russian army depot. 
Two soldiers injured and much damage done 
to property. Hamburg-Altona. Arson attack 
on refugee hostel. Uslar. Five nazi skinheads 
attack flat of neighbour. Fiirstenberg. 
Fascists desecrate Soviet military cemetery. 
Berlin-Hohenschénhausen. Fascists attack 
and badly injure foreigner who is rushed to 
hospital with serious head wounds. 


SOURCES: Siiddeutsche Zeitung; Gottinger 
Tageblatt,; Neue Presse Hannover, Junge 
Welt; Bild; Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung; 
Berliner Zeitung; Die Welt, Neues 
Deutschland; Stuttgarter Zeitung; Leipziger 
Volkszeitung; die tagezeitung; Allgemeine 
Jiidische Wochenzeitung; Frankfurter 
Rundschau; the office of Ulla Jelpke MdB. 


Nazi terror gets the 
cosmetic treatment 


Big government sponsored demonstrations 
condemning violence took place across 
Germany in late December and early in the 
new year. 

The protests were initially prompted by the 
nazi murder of three people in a firebomb 
attack in MOlln in late November and later by 
repeated warnings by government leaders that 
continuing political violence was giving 
Germany a bad name abroad and hurting 
German business. 

Most of the demonstrations followed the 
example of the one held in Munich on 6 
December, when 300,000 people formed a 
“candle chain” in the biggest protest in the 
city since the end of the second world war. 

The success of the Munich event, which 
had been organised on the initiative of five 
media workers, was the signal for what 
became in essence a government-inspired 
propaganda effort. 

Thus, similar protests in Frankfurt and 
Hamburg on 13 December saw turnouts of 
100,000 and 300,000 respectively. Further 
simultaneous demonstrations took place in 12 
cities on 19 December. 

On Christmas Day, Berlin witnessed anoth- 
er massive “candle chain” with more than 
200,000 people taking part, while more than 
300,000 joined in a torchlight protest in Essen 
on New Year’s Day. 

On 4 January, over 1,000 Stuttgart taxi- 
drivers, sponsored by Mercedes-Benz, initiat- 
ed a demonstration in solidarity with foreign- 
ers by forming a motorcade of more than 400 
taxis and driving slowly through the city. 

Since early December, German television 
channels have been broadcasting 30-second 
anti-racist clips, featuring leading sports and 
show business personalities, several times a 
day. The newspapers have carried numerous 
appeals against racist violence. 

The airline Lufthansa, for example, pub- 
lished a statement in the German and Israeli 
press, condemning all forms of racism in 
Germany and elsewhere. 

This followed a public refusal by Lufthansa 
cabin staff to fly planes containing hand- 
cuffed Romanies deported as part of the gov- 
ernment’s mass deportation programme. 

In bid to prevent racist violence spreading 
to the factories, the Association of German 
Chambers of Commerce, the Association of 
Employers and the Employers’ Union have 
posted notices warning of the dire conse- 
quences to the German economy if racist ter- 
ror continues. 

While the protests against violence have 
been welcome from the standpoint of the 
numbers taking part in basically sincere and 
humanitarian actions, it should be noted that 
not only were they long overdue but they also 
had serious political limitations in the current 
context. 

Few of the protests gave direct recognition 
to the nazi danger, the central question of 
Article 16 was largely avoided and nothing at 
all was said about the key role of the Kohl 
government in sparking off the violence or 
about the sordid capitulation of the Social 
Democrats in accepting alterations to the 
right of asylum. 


The face of Germany today? 


These omissions enabled many of the 
demonstrations, particularly the second one in 
Munich and the protests in Berlin and 
Frankfurt, to number among their participants 
the same Christian Democratic Union and 
Christian Social Union politicians who have 
publicly rejected “the utopia of a multicultur- 
al society”. 

At demonstrations, like those in the Taunus 
region near Frankfurt and in small towns, 
where hundreds of local citizens did grasp 
these nettles firmly and threw protective 
torch-lit human chains round refugee centres 
or former Jewish synagogues and cemeteries 
to prevent the possibility of rumoured nazi 
attacks, the representatives of “the political 
skinheads and arsonists in the Bonn govern- 
ment” were nowhere to be seen. 

The same is true of the 300,000-strong 
demonstration in Essen, where the torch-lit 
chain linked refugee centres, a centre for the 
disabled and handicapped and the site of the 
former synagogue. 

Activists against antisemitism and racism, 
pro-asylum campaigners and _anti-fascists, 
who have fought day in and day out against 
the nazis and who mobilised the big anti-fas- 
cist and anti-racist demonstrations held across 
Germany on 9 November and in Bonn on 14 
November, do not share the exhilarated “well 
there’s nothing more to worry about now” 
attitude of the suddenly “anti-racist” German 
media, which have since imposed a virtual 
black-out on reporting nazi terror attacks. 

The nazi threat remains, irrespective of cos- 
metics produced for foreign consumption. 
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Rise in nazism hits 
German economy 


Nazi terror is having serious effects on the 
German economy as investment is with- 
drawn, tourism declines and exports fall. 

Erwin Teufel, the prime minister of Baden- 
Wiirttemberg, warned of this possibility at a 
meeting of the Stuttgart Chamber of Trade 
and Industry on 19 October. His fear is being 
realised. 

According to Professor Rudolf Hickel, a 
senior economist at Bremen university, 
Germany could lose more than £11.5 billion 
in trade and tourism, through damage to prop- 
erty and other costs, if the avalanche of nazi 
terror continues into the summer. 

Professor Hickel told the Berliner Zeitung 
that a boycott of Germany that hit only 1.5 
per cent of the country’s annual £276 billion 
volume of export business would cause a loss 
of £3.4 billion to the economy. 

He added that a further loss of £72 million 
should be included in the calculation because 
of reduced tourism in Germany. German trav- 
el agencies have drawn attention to the sharp 
drop in the number of foreign visitors. 

In January, Treuhand, eastern Germany’s 
privatisation agency, announced that two US 
banks had scrapped major investment projects 
in the east because of racist violence. 

At the same time, the giant New York City 
Pension Fund has written to Chancellor Kohl 
warning him that it may have to pull out its 
already invested stake of $265 million. 

With foreign investment accounting for 14 
per cent of the total in western Germany and 
10 per cent in the east, it is not surprising that 
fear among leading business people in 
Germany is very strong. 

German exports have also suffered. In 
January, Michael Fuchs, head of the German 
Wholesale and Foreign Trade Association, 
told the British Sunday Express that the trade- 
mark “Made in Germany” has now “become 
a dirty word”. 

Volkswagen, for example, has reportedly 
seen a drop in its volume of exports and has 
introduced short-time working at its 
Wolfsburg headquarters. Also damaged has 
been the electrical firm Siemens, whose 
spokesman told the Sunday _ Express: 
“Potential clients say ‘we'll have to think 
about it, you’re a German firm’.” 

Even German culture has suffered adverse 
effects with the Goethe Institute registering a 
dramatic decline in the number of students 
applying for German language courses out- 
side Germany. 

Despite the blows to its image, the Goethe 
Institute has decided to batten down the 
hatches by considering closure of 27 of its 
foreign libraries. 

Dieter Wunder, leader of the Frankfurt 
teachers’ union, said the move was a “sign of 
silence in the face of events in Germany.” 

Ignatz Bubis, leader of the German Jewish 
community, has suggested that the govern- 
ment’s recent actions to curb fascist violence 
had more to do with anxiety about Germany’s 
image and its export-oriented economy than 
humane concerns. This view was confirmed 
by Michael Fuchs who told the Sunday 
Express: “A picture of ugly, violent Germans 
must not become imprinted on our products.” 
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Bonn to build 
electronic wall 


Germany is to guard its eastern frontier with 
an electronic wall against unwelcome 
refugees, a German Federal Interior Ministry 
official announced early in January. 

The hi-tech surveillance scheme will 
involve the use of infra-red night vision and 
radar devices, which are currently being test- 
ed by the German armed forces, the 
Bundeswehr. 

The ministry spokesman told the press that 
the surveillance equipment is designed for 
use on the Polish and Czech frontiers to curb 
the “influx of illegal immigrants”. 

He added that if the military tests prove 
successful the elite police troops of the 
Bundesgrenzschutz (BGS) will be provided 
with radar and infra-red binoculars. 

The German army’s involvement in the 
scheme is only the latest step in a deepening 
armed forces engagement against refugees 
and asylum-seekers. In mid-December, it was 
confirmed that Bundeswehr units would be 
trained for deployment at frontiers where they 
will assist the BGS. 


heads but also prevalent among Italy’s right- 
wards-moving soccer hooligan element. 

Justice Minister Martelli has said repeated- 
ly that new laws are essential because the 
existing laws forbidding the re-emergence of 
a 1920s-type fascist party were not formulat- 
ed to take into account the development of a 
violent nazi skinhead scene. 

Much of the violence against Jews and 
migrants, which flared up before the new 
year, has been attributed to skinheads, whose 
numbers have grown rapidly in Rome and in 
many northern cities. 

While the skinheads are still a small minor- 
ity, there has been a growth in popular racism 
and antisemitism, reflected in some shocking 
opinion poll findings. 

However, in deeply Catholic Italy, the 
racism tends to be more muffled because of a 
reluctance to contradict the Pope’s sharp con- 
demnations of racism and antisemitism over 
the past 18 months. 

The skinheads are not bound by these inhi- 
bitions and have engaged in violent action 
against African and Arab migrants and 
against Romanies, in particular. It was only 
last year that they turned their attention to 
Jews. 


ne EEEEEEEEEEE 
Author Giinther Grass on the German government: 

“The most dangerous thing is that we have [skinheads] in government. They 
are nicely dressed with beautiful hair. ... They speak well. But they think the 
same way as the young kids who shave their heads and carry swastikas and 
demonstrate. They encourage these ideas and these brutal actions.” 


Stefan Heym, a noted German Jewish author, on why he is donating his 
massive archives and correspondence to Cambridge University: 

“In a land in which human beings burn other human beings alive, who 
knows what would happen with simple paper?” 


This prospect has damaged relations with 
the Czech government in Prague, already sen- 
sitive because the German state has supported 
agitation by Sudeten-German exiles. Jan 
Ruml, the Czech interior minister, expressed 
irritation that his government had not been 
consulted over the plans. 

The Social Democrats (SPD) and the Free 
Democrats in the German Parliament have 
proclaimed their opposition to these moves. 

Herta Daubler-Gmelin, a leading Social 
Democrat, described the plans as “a hunt” 
and asked whether Rudolf Seiters, the 
German interior minister, would give border 
guards orders to shoot refugees who got 
caught in their infra-red night sights. 
Burkhard Hirsch, a senior Free Democrat, 
labelled Seiters’s plans as “one further step 
towards Fortress Europe”. 

In reply, the Christian Democrats were 
quick to remind the SPD of its own sugges- 
tions that there should be stricter controls at 
the frontiers, a demand made when caving in 
to the government on the asylum question. 


ITALY 


Racism outlawed 


Racism, antisemitism and xenophobia have 
been outlawed in Italy under the country’s 
criminal code in a bid to stop German nazi- 
style violence from taking firm roots. 

Last autumn saw an unprecedented wave of 
fascist violence mainly generated by skin- 
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Some parts of Italian cities have now been 
turned into “nazi territory”, particularly the 
seedy areas around the main railway stations 
in Milan and Rome. 

It is from these areas that marauding bands 
of louts, who proclaim loyalty to the Hitlerite 
Movimento Politico, have staged incursions 
into traditional Jewish districts, smashing 
windows, desecrating cemeteries and, in 
Rome, daubing shops with swastikas and 
pasting up nazi posters with the slogan 
“Juden Raus”. In November, police thwarted 
an attempt by nazis to blow up a section of 
the Jewish cemetery in the southern city of 
Naples. 

The new laws were passed on 15 December 
and provide for racists to be treated in the 
same way as organised criminals or terrorists. 
Measures adopted include: 

@ confiscation of buildings used for meetings 
e confiscation of buildings used to provide 
refuge for racist attackers 

@ a ban on membership of organisations pro- 
moting violence 

@a ban on membership of organisations 
inciting any form of ethnic, religious, racial 
or national discrimination. 

Conviction under these laws can result in 
jail terms of between two and six years. The 
new laws also take account of the links 
between football hooliganism and __ the 
extreme right by including a decree prohibit- 
ing boneheads from entering football stadia. 

While the laws, if implemented, could be 
very effective against nazi boneheads, they 


will not remove the danger posed by fascist 
organisations in Italy, not least the mush- 
rooming Northern League and Lombardy 
League, now the most powerful party in 
northern Italy. 

These organisations, led by the 51-year-old 
mob orator Umberto Bossi, mainly seek the 
secession of the wealthy north of Italy from 
the much poorer south, but also have anti- 
immigrant attitudes among their stock-in- 
trade. 

Early in the new year, Bossi stood his 
party’s separatist stance on its head with a 
sudden’ proclamation of support for Italian 
unity under a federal structure, in a tactical 
move aimed at forging alliances to oust the 
long-time ruling coalition of Christian 
Democrats and Socialists. 

Significantly, it was in the former commu- 
nist newspaper Unita that Bossi chose to 
make public his conversion from separatism 
to federalism and to tout the possibility of a 
pact with the former communists of the Party 
of the Democratic Left (PDS) and the opposi- 
tion Republicans. Early PDS_ responses, 
regrettably, were guardedly positive. 

But racism will remain firmly part of 
Bossi’s overall project and he will continue to 
whip up hysteria about the supposed threat 
from immigrants, especially Africans and 
Albanians, by calling for a maximum stay of 
five years and lower wages for foreigners. 

The Leagues have also been busy cement- 
ing links with other far rightists further afield. 
At Christmas, the German neo-nazi Junge 
Nationaldemokraten welcomed the Lombardy 
League as first-time participants at the annual 
nazi fest in Diksmuide last summer. 

It is not surprising that Bossi and his 
volatile, mainly working-class followers have 
aroused fears that he represents a new kind of 
fascist dictatorship in the making. With 55 
seats in the Rome parliament and 25 senators, 
his demagogic anti-corruption campaigns, his 
promises to “clean up government”, his 
racism and his mass support, he may be a 
candidate for that role. 


NORWAY 


Condom the 
barbarian 


A Tamil family were recently the victims of 
two brutal racist assaults in the tiny 
Norwegian community of Hereid. 

After the second attack the police decided 
that they did not want such problems locally 
and tracked down three of the perpetrators. 

One of the alleged attackers turned out to 
be a local leader of the racist People’s 
Movement Against Immigration (FMI), the 
outfit that was formerly led by another well 
known exponent of racist violence, mad 
bomber Arne Myrdal. 

When the three accused were brought to 
court, a bizarre scene ensued. To protect their 
identity, as the court decided to remand them 
in custody, the three appeared with condoms 
over their heads. 

Condoms indeed! Too bad their fathers 
hadn’t used them. Or maybe this is where the 
expression “dickhead” comes from. 


From our Norwegian correspondent 


RUSSIA 


Antisemitic press 
exposed 


Information published by the London-based 
Institute of Jewish Affairs and obtained from 
the Russian newspaper Yevreiskaya Gazeta 
(Jewish Gazette) shows a widening of anti- 
semitic publishing in Russia. 

According to the data, at least 56 Russian 
newspapers and magazines published anti- 
semitic articles or other material between 
August 1991 and July 1992. 

Russian anti-fascist groups have backed 
this estimate. One of the publications on the 
list is the mass circulation Literaturnaya 
Rossiya. 

The institute condemns what it terms “a 
lack of political will to enforce the legislation 
which already exists’ in the Russian 
Federation. 


CZECH REPUBLIC 


Fascist press attacks 
Jews 


The fascist Czech weekly magazine Politika 
has resumed its anti-Jewish hate campaign 
with publication of a list of 168 names of 
Jewish artists and writers. 

Politika’s chief editor Josef Tomas has 
written that “the Czech Jews are so impudent 
and confident that their characteristic faces 
stick out everywhere.” 

The magazine’s latest venture into anti- 
semitism is a clear provocation to the authori- 
ties, because a case has been outstanding 
against Tomas for racial incitement 
and publishing antisemitic texts since last 
July. 

The liberal Prague daily Lidinove noviny 
described the Politika list as a “disgrace and 
an appeal for a pogrom” and demanded 
immediate prosecution of the magazine. 


POLAND 


Nazi trouble-maker 
booted out 


The Polish authorities have turfed Giinther 
Boschiitz, a German neo-nazi, out of Poland 
for violating his permission to stay and for 
threatening public order. 

Boschiitz, 23, a member of the now banned 
Nationale Offensive (NO), had been a mem- 
ber of a group of German fascists who had 
moved to the small Polish town of 
Dziewkowice in the former German province 
of Upper Silesia. 

The group had set up a headquarters and 
organised regular meetings, including one last 
May with top nazis Ewald Althans and 
Thomas Hainke, to press the claims of the 
German minority in the region. Hainke, for- 
mer chief of the Bielefeld boneheads, has 
recently served as a mercenary in Croatia and 
has acted as David Irving’s minder. 

The NO’s presence in Poland was the sub- 
ject of a letter from Jan Krzysztof Bielecki, 
the former Polish prime minister, to Helmut 


Wieschollek, mayor of Dziewkowice, warn- 
ing him about neo-nazi activities in the town. 
When the letter was made public, 
Wieschollek tried to cover himself by claim- 
ing that he did not know they were fascists 
until he was told by reporters. 

Bielecki’s letter also sharply criticised the 
large German minority for violating the spirit 
of the German-Polish treaty, signed after 
much delay last year by Helmut Kohl and the 
Polish government. 

“Instead of building bridges between Poles 
and Germans, the minority is building monu- 
ments for the heroes of the Wehrmacht,” 
Bielecki said. 

His statement was not mere rhetoric. 
Without any permission, the German minority 
has built more than 40 such monuments 
since the fall of the communist regime in 
1989. 

According to the 9 December issue of the 
Frankfurter Rundschau, “they mostly bear 
symbols like the Iron Cross, the black eagle 
or the Wehrmacht helmet, recalling for Poles 
the period of the German occupation in which 
six million Poles were killed.” 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Nazis arm for civil 
war 


The nazi Afrikaner Weerstands Beweging 
(AWB) is boasting that it carried out the theft 
of 50 combat rifles and thousands of rounds 
of ammunition in the Orange Free State town 
of Welkom at the beginning of January. 

Eight white men have been arrested in con- 
nection with the raid, which took place at an 
army depot, and most of the stolen weapons 
have been recovered. 

The AWB claimed that its members had 
acted to protect local white farmsteads 
against guerrillas of the African National 
Congress, following the killing of a 14-year- 
old white girl shortly before Christmas. The 
raiders are thought to have been members of 
the Pan Africanist Congress. 

The AWB has also stepped up its loud cam- 
paign of preparation for violence to hold on 
to the vestiges of white supremacist rule. 

In December, at a rally of more than 1,000 
AWB nazis, the movement’s leader Eugene 
Terre Blanche thundered that civil war could 
be expected this year in South Africa. 

Terre Blanche, despite his constant bawling 
about violence, is seen by many of his erst- 
while followers as a windbag who talks much 
and delivers nothing. 

Many AWB militants have moved on to 
even more extreme groups, like Berend 
Strydom’s small but extremely violent Wit 
Wolwe (White Wolves) which, like Terre 
Blanche, has been making loud predictions of 
all-out war with the ANC. 

One result of these shifts to the nether 
regions of fascism has been the appearance of 
imported nazi outfits, including the terrorist 
Church of the Creator (COTC), causing wel- 
come rifts within the extremist ranks. 

Strydom, for instance, who was jailed for 
the barbaric murder of seven black people 
some years ago but released from prison last 
year, has banned the COTC from the Wit 
Wolwe. After Strydom issued an ultimatum 


that his nazi followers must sever their links 
with the racist “church”, one of his top lieu- 
tenants immediately resigned from the Wit 
Wolwe. 

Later, Strydom tried to explain to reporters 
the theological basis of the differences 
between his “Christianity” and the neo- 
paganism of the Church of the Creator, 
describing the latter as atheistic. 


CANADA 


Angry reaction to 
nazi desecration 


Antisemites desecrated seven Montreal syna- 
gogues on the night of 4 January in what has 
been described by Jewish leaders as “the 
worst antisemitic and racist crimes ever seen 
in the city”. 

In what were clearly organised attacks, all 
the synagogues were daubed with red painted 
swastikas and one with the slogan “Juden 
Raus”, causing widespread horror and revul- 
sion in the Jewish community. 

Zev Mostel, the director of the Beth Ora 
synagogue, one of those vandalised, criticised 
Montreal police for treating the outrage as 
“idle graffiti”. 

“We're used to swastikas,” he said, “but 
when they start using nazi terminology it’s a 
different ball game.” The rabbi at another of 
the synagogues, Rabbi Reuben Poupko, said 
that Holocaust survivors among his congrega- 
tion were were shocked to tears when they 
saw the antisemites’ handiwork. 

Other Jewish leaders drew a link between 
the daubings and events in Europe. Rabbi 
Sidney Shohan said: “We should not shake 
our heads at what is happening in Germany 
and think it cannot happen here.” 

The Canadian Jewish Congress and the Sun 
Youth Organisation have now offered a 
combined £5,000 reward for any information 
leading to the prosecution of those 
responsible. 


PORTUGAL 


Nazi terror on the 
terraces 


Nazi-style soccer hooliganism has arrived in 
Portugal after sweeping Italy and Spain in the 
past year. In January, officials of the top soc- 
cer club Benfica denounced hooligans who 
attacked police and waved a nazi flag during 
a match at Belenenses. 

During the game, which ended in a 1-1 
draw with four players sent off, Benfica fans 
stormed the scoreboard at half-time, when 
Benfica were one goal down, and tried to 
alter the score. 

Benfica’s move to disown the louts is 
somewhat belated, because the existence of at 
least three organised gangs of violent thugs — 
the No Name Boys, the Red Devils and 
Benfica Race — has been public knowledge 
for a long time. 

Recently, however, much of the violent 
behaviour of the so-called supporters has 
shown clear signs of infiltration by fascists 
with racist and antisemitic slogans shouted 
and nazi symbols displayed at matches. 
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s a feature of Searchlight’s 
AA isternationa coverage, the 
research department of the 
Center for Democratic Renewal 
presents a regular column on the 
activities of the far right in the 


United States. 


On New Year’s day Christopher Wilson, an 
African American tourist from New York, 
was kidnapped in Tampa, Florida by three 
white men. After driving Wilson to a deserted 
area, they doused him with gasoline and set 
him on fire. Wilson survived, but is in serious 
condition. 

The three white men left a note signed 
“KKK”. Although they will be charged with 
attempted murder and kidnapping, the Florida 
state attorney’s office will not charge them 
under the state’s hate crime law. In fact, hate 


crime laws — which specifically penalise 
crimes motivated by bias based on race, reli- 
gion, ethnicity or sexual orientation — are 
under attack in the courts. 

In the USA most crimes are prosecuted 
under state laws which vary widely from state 
to state. In 1990, however, Congress passed 
the Federal Hate Crimes Statistics Act, which 
mandates the FBI to collect statistics on 
crimes motivated by race, religion, ethnicity 
or sexual orientation. The statistics are pro- 
vided by local law enforcement agencies. In a 
similar fashion, the FBI already collects data 
for murder and other serious crimes; and 10 
years ago the Justice Department launched a 
special effort to collect statistics on sexual 
assault. 

Last month, the US Justice Department 
finally released the data for 1991. They 
reported 4,558 hate crime incidents, including 
12 murders. The highest number of incidents 
were directed against blacks — 1,689; the sec- 
ond highest number were directed against 
Jews — 792. Nine per cent of the reported 
incidents were against gays and lesbians. 

While the Justice Department statistics give 
a small picture of the epidemic of hate 
crimes, it is a very small picture. Only 2,771 
law enforcement agencies provided data, less 
than 19 per cent of the 16,000 such agencies 
in the United States. For example, in 


California, the most populous state with 30 
million people, only two agencies participat- 
ed and reported five incidents. (The Center 
for Democratic Renewal routinely reports 
more than two incidents a week in Califor- 
nia.) In North Carolina, where at least four 
Klan groups are headquartered, there were no 
participating law enforcement agencies. 

Instead of providing an accurate account of 
hate crimes, the Justice Department report is 
distorted by the lack of reporting by local law 
enforcement agencies. 

But even this minimal reporting is threat- 
ened by US Supreme Court decisions. In June 
1992, the Supreme Court ruled that a St Paul, 
Minnesota hate crime ordinance was uncon- 
stitutional because it violated First Amend- 
ment protections of free speech. The court 
ruled that a cross-burning at the home of an 
African American was a form of speech. In 
an even more far reaching case, the 
Wisconsin state Supreme Court ruled that a 
state law which increased penalties for crimes 
motivated by bias was unconstitutional. The 
US Supreme Court will rule on the Wisconsin 
state appeal next June. If the Wisconsin state 
law is ultimately ruled unconstitutional, then 
it will be extremely unlikely that any hate 
crimes laws will stand. 

The FBI’s annual report will be even thin- 
ner in the future. 


When Hate Groups Come to 
Town is a comprehensive and 
information packed guide on 
how to respond effectively to 
the activities of racists, neo- 
nazis, antisemites, gay-bashers and hate 
groups generally. 

Clearly written and with a_ practical 
approach to its subject, its message is that 
communities can take positive action to 
respond to racists and achieve success. While 
it is directed at United States readers, there is 
much in it that has international validity and 
people faced with nazi activity in Europe will 
find many useful ideas and facts. 

The book is written against a background 
of the success of white supremacists, most 
notably David Duke, in the electoral arena. 
This, it states, is “a harbinger of what is to 
come, as political candidates become more 
adept at manipulating bigotry to achieve 
votes and more inclined to resort to the poli- 
tics of fear.” 

The first of the book’s four sections deals 
with the nature of racism and bigotry. The 
history and philosophy of racism are covered 
and boxed sections deal with questions like 
whether different human races exist and 
explode the myth of scientific racism. 
Antisemitism receives detailed coverage, with 
material on the Holocaust and the notorious 
antisemitic forgery, The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion, and a section on Romanies 
points out that one million of the world’s 12 
million Romanies live in the USA. 

The second section looks at the white 
supremacist movement in the USA, starting 
with its origins in the Ku Klux Klan. Regular 
Searchlight readers will already be familiar 
with many of the groups currently operating 
on the far right in the US, from the CDR’s 
monthly column. This book gives detailed 
information on groups ranging from small 
criminal neo-nazi organisations, like The 


20 Searchlight, February 1993 


Running the fascists out of town 


Searchlight reviews the Center for Democratic Renewal’s new guide 


Order, Aryan Nations and Tom Metzger’s 
White Aryan Resistance, to populist and so- 
called Christian groups, like the Christian 
Patriots and Identity. 

While these groups are looked at in their 
US context, knowledge of them is important 
to European readers, as many of the most 
extreme groups have firm links with British 
and other European nazis, with mutual visits 
across the Atlantic and joint training camps. 
The Christian fundamentalists, too, have their 
links with Britain, through groups like 
Western Goals, and are poised to make fur- 
ther incursions onto the British scene. 

One fact that stands out is the amount of 
access white supremacist groups have to 
radio and television. With the growth of 
uncontrolled satellite television in Europe, we 
can expect a similar problem here. 

Lyndon LaRouche’s organisation also finds 
a good home in this section. While it pretends 
to advocate black freedom and equality, the 
book points out that in the 1970s it was paid 
by the South African Bureau of State Security 
(BOSS) to produce reports on the US anti- 
apartheid movement. More recently it has 
promoted extreme right-wingers and racist 
and antisemitic conspiracy theories. 

The overviews of the nature of bigotry and 
the main hate groups are mainly intended as 
background to, and to put in context, the main 
third section, which aims to help people 
develop the best response to the presence and 
activities of white supremacists and bigots. 

This wide-ranging section deals with infor- 
mation sources, research, security tips for 
activists, workplace responses, Indian and 
rural issues, using the law and organising 
community support, among many areas. 


Forty-six US states have hate 
crime laws, and the book 
explains how communities 
can use them, but anti-racists 
are concerned that a recent 
US Supreme Court ruling will undermine 
their validity. 

A chapter is devoted to youth issues and 
student responses to hate groups, which con- 
tains many tips relevant to colleges every- 
where. One youth issue covered is skinhead 
subculture, to which the introduction points 
out (correctly, unfortunately) that skinheads 
are a cultural import from England. 

The section is full of examples of past cam- 
paigns, explaining in each case why they 
were conducted in the way they were, and 
lessons and strategies arising from them are 
summarised clearly. 

The book comes out strongly against anti- 
racists taking part in confrontational televi- 
sion and radio programmes with racists and 
nazis, as this only increases the racists’ 
stature and lends credibility to their cause. 
Such programmes give the appearance that 
racism and anti-racism are simply two differ- 
ent points of view, among which reasonable 
people can disagree. Searchlight and Anti- 
Fascist Action promote a similar “no plat- 
form” policy in Britain. 

The book comes with a wall chart showing 
the far right organisations, people, publica- 
tions and ideologies and drawing the links 
between them. The chart takes some studying 
to understand but is a handy guide to the US 
scene. 


When Hate Groups Come to Town, A 
Handbook of Effective Community 
Responses, Second Edition. Published by 
the Center for Democratic Renewal. 
US$25.00 (includes overseas postage) from 
Center for Democratic Renewal, PO Box 
50469, Atlanta, Georgia 30302-0469, USA. 


REFLEX 
REPORTS 
FRANCE 


—— L Ru, Vite/ 


ma Reflex is 


the 


French equivalent of 


Searchlight. It publishes a magazine and 


carries out excellent research and analysis 
of the far right in France. Its staff have a 
strong sense of international cooperation 
and have agreed to exchange articles with 
Searchlight on a regular basis. 


Row over Vichy files on Jews 


row has broken out in France con- 
Aine the discovery of a large num- 

ber of files on Jews, dating back from 
the second world war period. The files were 
found by Serge Klarsfeld, a lawyer and nazi- 
hunter, in November 1991, in the archives of 
the Ministry for Veterans. Klarsfeld, who 
brought the war criminal Klaus Barbie to jus- 
tice, claimed that the 40,000 names referred 
to part of a census taken in 1940 of the 
upwards of 170,000 Jews living in the Paris 
region. The secretary of state for the ministry 
affirmed the claim. 

However, a commission of historians, set 
up last spring to investigate the veracity of 
the file, has disputed Klarsfeld’s claim. It has 
declared that the list refers only to those actu- 
ally arrested and deported from France during 
the war and was compiled postwar to assist 
compensation claims. The commission says 
that the original file to which Klarsfeld refers 
was actually destroyed after the war. 

Whatever the truth concerning these files, 
the row it has engendered is an ongoing part 
of the disputes surrounding the role of France 
during the second world war, in particular the 
scandal surrounding the Vichy collaborator 
Paul Touvier, leader of the Vichy Milice, who 
hid for many years in monasteries before 
being discovered. He is now to be charged 
with “crimes against humanity”. Touvier has 
become the symbol of the French state’s 
dilemma over whether to come clean about 
the true history of French collaboration and 
cover-up, or to continue the whitewash that 
has become part of the fabric of everyday 
French life. 


Racist violence 


The end of the year saw an appalling increase 
in the number of racist attacks across the 
country. On 19 December a policeman shot 
Hassan Ben Hamed in the head, while arrest- 
ing him for car theft. He has been charged 
with murder. The _ killing provoked 
widespread riots in Béziers, the town where it 
occurred. 

In Mont-de-Marsan, on 23 December, a 
young Arab was attacked by three skinheads 
armed with baseball bats and a shotgun. He 
was so badly injured he had to spend a week 
in intensive care and may lose the sight of 
one eye. Staff and customers of a nearby café 
put the skinheads under citizen’s arrest. Two 
have been charged, while the third is on pro- 
bation and roaming free, as he is under age. 

The early hours of the morning of 29 
December saw the death of Bechir Karmous, 
shot dead by a security guard on a private 
quay in Cannes harbour. Bechir was celebrat- 
ing a birthday with some friends and the 


noise they made attracted the guard’s atten- 
tion. After verbal threats, the guard loosed off 
some shots. 

As well as this, a number of Jewish ceme- 
teries in the Strasbourg area have been dese- 
crated. On the night of 28 December, the 
Jewish cemetery at Cronenbourg had a dozen 
gravestones and a Holocaust memorial 
smashed and covered in graffiti, which 
referred to the Israeli expulsion of 415 
Palestinians to the Lebanese border. 

The following night a further 25 tombs 
were vandalised, with the headstones tipped 
over and smashed, in another cemetery in 
Cronenbourg. Nobody has been arrested for 
either incident. Still in Strasbourg, on 3 
January, windows were smashed in a syna- 
gogue in the Bischheim neighbourhood and 
there was widespread damage inside. 

The synagogue in Villepinte, a Paris sub- 
urb, was attacked on 31 December. Between 
10 and 20 masked men invaded the building 
and threw Molotov cocktails, which started a 
major fire. The synagogue will have to be 
rebuilt. Jews living in the Villepinte area 
received telephone threats prior to the attack. 

December also saw a number of court 
cases. In Lyon, three young supporters of the 
Lyon Olympic football club were found 
guilty of attacking the Jewish cemetery in 
Lyon in September 1992. They were arrested 
at a football match after witnesses who heard 
them chanting pro-Hitler slogans recognised 
that the same slogans had been daubed on the 
tombstones. They received between four and 
10 months in prison. 

Robert Faurisson, the revisionist historian, 
was found guilty of “contesting crimes 
against humanity”, by denying the Holocaust, 
and fined 30,000 francs (£3,400). Patrick 
Boiseau, who published Faurisson’s article in 
the extreme-right magazine Choc du Mois, 
was also fined. 


Le Pen fails in libel actions 


Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader of the Front 
National, has also been busy in the courts. He 
brought a number of cases against journalists 
and anti-fascists, suing them for libel because 
they called him, variously, the spiritual heir of 
Mussolini, Hitler and Pétain, antisemitic, 
racist, anti-immigrant and in favour of a 
French apartheid. He has lost all these cases 
and in one historic judgment, Le Journal, a 
magazine based in Annecy, was fined just one 
franc in damages for “insulting” Le Pen. The 
judgment accepted that what the magazine 
said was basically true. This paves the way 
for all other publications to speak the truth 
about Le Pen without fear of financial or 
other reprisals. 


The Front National meanwhile has 
launched its campaign for the parliamentary 
elections in March this year. Large posters 
have already appeared on advertising hoard- 
ings, bearing the slogan “head high and hands 
clean”, a reference to the corruption rife in 
other parties. The FN is planning to stand 490 
candidates for the 577 seats available in the 
National Assembly and has announced that, 
during the second round, it will put up 100 
candidates for the seats where last year the 
party took over 19 per cent of the vote. 


SPAIN 


Skins to be watched 


A surveillance order has been imposed on 
Spanish skinheads by Spain’s secretary of 
state for security. Proposed steps will include 
observation of and checks on bars frequented 
by skinheads. 

Other meeting places believed to be the 
launch-pads for violent actions will be 
searched and the identities of those visiting 
these premises will be recorded as preventive 
measures. 

As under the new anti-racist laws in Italy, 
football stadiums are to be put under the 
microscope in order to weed out elements 
who foment disorder and damage property. 

Spain is experiencing a surge of racism and 
fascism among young people, many of whom 
were born after the death of the hated fascist 
dictator General Franco. 

On 14 November, on the eve of a big 
European gathering organised by the nazi 
CEDADE organisation, a nazi policeman 
murdered a Dominican woman in Madrid. On 
28 December, a Dominican man was attacked 
by boneheads. Only the brave intervention of 
three passers-by saved him from being killed. 

As a result of another racist attack, this 
time by police, D C Thomas, a_ black 
American musician, was forced to cancel a 
television appearance after suffering severe 
facial injuries, including a broken nose. 

The musician’s injuries were sustained 
when he did not produce his passport quickly 
enough to satisfy police, who then bundled 
him into a police van and rained blows on 
him. 

Racism has become more widespread as 
Spain’s economic problems have been wors- 
ened by the world recession. A recent poll in 
the newspaper El Mundo showed that 19.7 
per cent of Spaniards regard whites as “more 
intellectually capable than blacks” and 51.4 
per cent supported the view that “immigrants 
take jobs away from Spanish workers”. 
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One of Searchlight’s writers visited relatives in Germany earlier this 
year and decided to make a “pilgrimage” to the site of the meeting of 
the western and eastern anti-Nazi armies at the end of the second 
world war. He has recorded for us his feelings as he stood on that 


historic spot. 


Viewed from the bridge 


y heart was as leaden as the grey of 
M the swiftly flowing Elbe, as I stood 

in the town where, nearly 50 years 
before, men of two armies clasped one anoth- 
er in joy and unfeigned affection in celebra- 
tion of the final victory over fascism. I was in 
Torgau, Saxony, and standing on a bridge 
across the 175 yards of river which was the 
last obstacle to closure of the jaws of the vice 
that crushed the life from Hitler’s Nazism. 

On 25 April 1945, soldiers of the American 
lst Army and the Ist Ukrainian Front of the 
Red Army linked hands and hearts to mark 
the imminent end of six years of bloody, bit- 
ter war against the Germans and their allies in 
Europe. As they sang, laughed and wept, as 
they celebrated at hundreds of makeshift par- 
ties over the next three days, many of them 
remembered the dead of their families. Red 
Army men honoured the western Allied fallen 
and the GIs drank to the memory of the 
20,000,000 military and civilian dead of the 
Soviet Union; both armies remembered the 
millions who had been massacred in the Nazi 
death camps. Now a black cloud had been 
lifted from the face of Europe: the Allies’ 
sacrifices had not been in vain. Fascism was 
dead. 

As I stood on that bridge, on a suffocating- 
ly warm July afternoon in 1992, before a 
backdrop of the magnificent Schloss 
Hartenfels, from whose tower 47 years earlier 
Second Lieutenant Bill Robertson waved a 
makeshift “Stars and Stripes” to alert the Red 
Army on the far bank to the presence of an 
American patrol, a terrible aching seized my 
chest. I felt physical pain, tears welled in my 
eyes — I was helpless to prevent them — and 


A blurred, but historic, picture of the 
meeting of the first Americans and 
Russians to cross the wreckage of the 
bridge at Torgau 
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with a rush wartime memories overwhelmed 
me. 

I saw clearly again the night sky of London 
glowing crimson, heard the crump of high 
explosive and the stomach-churning wail of 
sirens. I stood again, a miserable seven-year- 
old, with my sister, clutching my gas-mask in 
the town hall in Buckingham, waiting like a 
market sheep for one of the good citizens of 
that place to “claim” me, an evacuee from 
bomb-torn London. I saw alongside me Alan 
Klein, to me then just another sad little child 
parted from his parents by the unfathomable 
actions of “grown-ups”. Later, as our friend- 
ship grew and our mutual dependence in the 
face of local enmity was established, I fought 
for him when loutish Buckingham boys 
called him “Jew-boy”, “Ikie-Mo” and “Yid” 
(this whilst the SS were driving his German 
relatives into the gas chambers). If we had 
understood, even known, what was happening 
to millions of people behind the barbed-wire 
of the Nazi camps, how trivial would our 
childish miseries have seemed. 

I saw once more my old school assembly 
on a cold London morning in 1945. The hall 
was strangely silent: no giggling boys, no 
shuffling of feet, no coughs, no sniffs. I 
watched again in anguish as P A Wayne, the 
headmaster, stood before us. He was a man of 
humanity, with a love of German music and 
mediaeval German literature, who despite his 
horror of what the Nazis had done to their 
country’s artistic and literary heritage had 
spoken no word of hatred or of jingoistic war- 
mongering throughout the fearful days of the 
V-weapon attacks on the capital. He struggled 
to retain his composure as he led the morning 
prayers, having been informed only hours 
before of the death of his airforce son. I ached 
for him then, and I ached again as I stood on 
the bridge in Torgau. 

As I stared into the grey waters of the Elbe, 
I remembered the numbing images which had 
begun to emerge from the heart of Europe as 
the extermination camps were discovered and 
liberated by advancing Allied armies in the 
last months of the war. Cinema audiences sat 
transfixed and silent as those terrible pictures 
from Bergen-Belsen were shown for the first 
time. There were those who thought that chil- 
dren of 12 years old (as I was then, back in 
London since the heavy bombing stopped) 
should be shielded from such horror, but they 
were wrong. The young tormentors of Alan 
Klein needed to see where the persecution of 
other human beings leads. I fervently hoped 
that they would do so. 

At the spot where I stood, the bridge had in 
1945 been blown apart by German army engi- 
neers on orders from Berlin. Its girders had 
hung in a giant ‘V’, sunk in the swirling 
waters of the Elbe. Across this jagged wreck- 
age, in growing excitement and expectation, 
four men had clambered from the western 


bank: Bill Robertson, sergeant George Peck 
(a freed American prisoner) corporal Frank 
Huff and a liberated Soviet prisoner. From the 
east bank, a Red Army soldier, sergeant 
Nikolai Andreyev, crawled towards them. 
Robertson and Andreyev met. They gripped 
hands, they carefully embraced (below them 
the Elbe roared between the twisted ironwork 
and this was no day to die), then continued to 
crawl, each towards the opposite bank. It was 
4.00 pm. As if my decision to come there in 
1992 had been dictated by fate, when I looked 
at my watch, which was still showing British 
Summer Time, it was exactly 4.00 pm. 

The ache in my heart refused to ease. The 
pain was, I knew, only in part a response to 
awakened memories of childhood and to the 
awfulness of war. Much more, it was a reac- 
tion to the events taking place around me, just 
a few kilometres distant. It was anger: a 
smouldering, unquenchable fury that had 
seized me in that place. Here was the heart of 
what had been the German Democratic 
Republic, where I was spending some weeks 
with relatives. Around me were the crum- 
bling, rusting memorials to a failed dream. 
Here had foundered the socialist state erected 
in 1949, officially dedicated to the building of 
international brotherhood, the expunging of 
fascism from the face of the globe and the 
education of its young people to an under- 
standing of the conditions and the failings 
that breed it. Its citizens were cynically 
betrayed. They continue to be betrayed, but 
by the detractors of their former state’s phi- 
losophy who are loud in their condemnation 
but not themselves free of self-aggrandise- 
ment and hypocrisy. 

On the streets of this twilight land, whose 
citizens regard themselves as being in an 
“occupied zone” since their big brother in the 
west suckered them into voting their country 
out of existence, the booted, shaven-headed 
filth of the new right is becoming ever more 
numerous, vocal and violent. The police are 
incapable of halting the growing menace, and 
daily acts of aggression, from verbal abuse to 
murder, are no longer remarkable. We have 
all, in growing disbelief, watched the recent 
scenes of violent racist assault and criminal 
damage from Rostock, where the local popu- 


lation has egged on the nazis (not all from the 
west) as they sought to murder Romanian 
refugees who were already victims of nation- 
alist violence in their own land. 

Comparatively safe and comfortable (but, 
as our readers will know, not wholly so) at 
home in Britain most of the population cannot 
conceive of what is currently happening in 
Germany. The worst of the outrages are tak- 
ing place in east Germany: refugee and asy- 
lum-seeker hostels are the nightly targets of 
sieges, arson and beatings. In broad daylight, 
refugees are attacked on trams and trains, in 
restaurants, on the street, in the underground; 
in Halle, birthplace of Handel, the walls are 
smeared with racist abuse; in Eisleben, where 
Martin Luther was born and died, arson 
attacks and murder are the latest develop- 
ments; at the memorial sites of countless con- 
centration camps vicious nazi thugs outrage 
humanity by planting remembrances of the 
SS murderers whose atrocities befouled the 
name of Germany throughout the civilised 
world. All this in the face of Bundesrepublik 
politicians who shrug it off as youthful high 
spirits or isolated aberration. One can expect 
no more of men who are currently urging 
their EC partners to involve European forces 
in the former Yugoslavia, torn by civil war 
waged by nationalist states that have engaged 
in bloody conflict, where once the SS, the 
Ustashis and the Chetniks applied their own 
brand of “ethnic cleansing” to the Yugoslav 
people. 

My tears were tears of anger, as well as 
regret: anger that 50 million people died for 
nothing if the nazis can march freely again in 
Europe; anger that once again the politicians 
are failing to act; anger that those who stayed 
in the former GDR, who did not desert it, 
who still privately cling to their Marxism but 
publicly stay silent, do not rise up and con- 
front the scum who pollute their streets. That 
is not entirely true: some do. There is an 
active anti-fascist movement in Germany. But 
the political parties in the east, with the sole 
exception of the PDS (a sanitised version of 
the old Socialist Unity Party, but as alike to it 
as today’s Labour Party is to its original) are 
noticeably unwilling openly to demand the 
outlawing of the nazis. 


It hurt to find that some relatives preferred 

to pretend nothing was happening, rather than 
draw attention to themselves in a country 
where former party activists are being perse- 
cuted in a myriad ways, and where anony- 
mous benefactors are providing the press with 
lists of names of alleged Stasi (state security) 
collaborators and picketing the houses of 
even those who were merely listed as poten- 
tial informers by the Ministry of State 
Security. Interestingly, such persecution was 
never applied to former Nazi party members 
and Gestapo informers by similar well-mean- 
ing burghers. It also made me proud to find 
some relatives who have the courage to 
oppose the nazis on the street, to stand shoul- 
der to shoulder with the victims of the nightly 
terror. 
Across the “New Federal States’, as the for- 
mer German Democratic Republic has been 
redesignated, a process of expunging evi- 
dence of its existence is in full swing. Street 
names are being altered, statues are being 
removed, “permanent” exhibitions and muse- 
ums are closing, state subsidies are being 
withdrawn. 

Much of this is to be expected. There are a 
lot of scores to be settled. But the process is 
not as straightforward as one might at first 
sight believe. It is not merely the sometimes 
ludicrously inappropriate terminology of the 
supplanted East German names and texts that 
is being eradicated. A whole era of German 
history is in the process of being excised 
from the record. It is not communism alone 
which is the target of the revanchists: every- 
thing to do with the pre-1933 era, when anti- 
fascists were trying to stem the tide of Nazi 
hatred and racism, the state-ensured remem- 
brance of the Holocaust, these too have 
become in some cities the target of the histo- 
ry-benders. It is as if the books are to be 
cleared of the evidence of that terrible period, 
and with what end in mind, we must ask. 
Could it be that it will be easier to do it all 
again if no-one remembers how it was the 
first time? 

Torgau is a beautiful town, with ancient 
houses, a stunning castle, clean streets and a 
claim to fame, but the view from the bridge 
could do with improvement. 


The united victors celebrate in Torgau 
the crushing of Hitler fascism in 1945. 
Were their sacrifices in vain? 


Holocaust Denial: The New Nazi Lie, 
Anti-Nazi League, £0.50 


With the support of a number of 
prominent historians, such as Hyam 
Maccoby and David Cesarani, this pam- 
phlet was launched at a moving press 
conference at which Auschwitz survivor 
Ester Brunstein talked of her distress at 
the fact that while young people were 
unaware of what happened during the 
Holocaust, not one day or night has 
passed in 47 years without her reliving 
the experience. 

This short and accessible pamphlet 
outlines the basic lies of the Holocaust 
deniers. It explains that the people who 
put forward these arguments are in fact 
nazis themselves. “When they say the 
Holocaust didn’t happen, they mean it 
does not matter that it happened.” 

Holocaust denial is in fact nothing new, 
which does make the pamphlet’s title 
seem inappropriate. Holocaust denial 
began before the war ended, when in the 
face of defeat, SS officers made plans for 
the continuation of national socialism. 
One of the main pieces of propaganda 
was to be the denial of the existence of 
the “Final Solution’. As the war ended 
the nazis attempted to blow up gas cham- 
bers and crematoria before the arrival of 
the Allied troops, in an attempt to hide 
from the world their barbarous crimes. 

Holocaust denial material was being 
produced on the West Coast of the 
United States as early as the 1950s. 
Exiled former senior nazis who sought 
refuge in some Arab states produced 
Holocaust denial material alongside 
nationalist literature. 

The pamphlet outlines how ‘The Final 
Solution of the Jewish Question” was 
carried out and how antisemitism was at 
the core of nazi ideology. David Irving is 
exposed as a nazi and some coverage is 
given to the recent Sunday Times debacle. 

All in all, with a cheap cover price and 
in a very readable format, this pamphlet 
is an excellent addition in the fight 
against Holocaust denial. As the years 
pass and the survivors number fewer, 
more literature is going to be needed to 
fight this particular type of nazi propa- 
ganda. The nazis know that the biggest 
barrier to their growth is the truth about 
their own past. 
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EAST MIDLANDS ANTI-NAZI GIG 


The British National Party, British Movement members, Klansmen, white 
resisters and elements of Blood and Honour, the bonehead nazi movement, 
have been terrorising a large part of the East Midlands in the past few 
months. Anti-fascists have suffered violent assaults and Blood and Honour 
concert attracted some of the most violent nazis in Britain (see page 7). 


Anti-nazis have organised a gig in Mansfield, from which the profits will 
go to fighting the nazis in the Midlands. 


Friday 12 February, 8pm (doors open 7pm) 


At Mansfield Labour Club, 
St Peters Way, Mansfield, Notts. 


Wholesome Fish, a bluegrass and Cajun band, will be joined by Substandard, who 
describe themselves as “drunk punk”, Landlord Shout, a folk group, and Losers, 
who are said to be even drunker punks. 


Tickets £2 (£1.50 unwaged). 


Close down the BNP headquarters 
Mass torchlight vigil outside Bexley Civic Offices 


Greenwich Action Committee Against Racial Attacks (GACARA), the 
Rohit Duggal Campaign and many other local groups and national organi- 
sations, including the Anti-Nazi League, are holding a mass torchlight vigil 
on Wednesday, 17 February at 6pm, outside the Civic Offices, Bexley 
Council, The Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent, to demand that the council 
shuts down the headquarters of the nazi British National Party in Welling. 


Since the BNP arrived in the borough in 1989 there has been an horrific 
upsurge in racial violence, including the cold-blooded murder of young 
black people. So far the local authority has been oblivious to demands for 
this nazi rats’ nest to be cleared out, despite the fact the BNP is in clear 
breach of planning regulations. 

Security notice: Please take note that demonstrators should travel to and from 


this demonstration in large groups as the British National Party thugs in their 
usual cowardly fashion will be looking for soft targets to hit. 


Anti-Fascist Action contact addresses 


London AFA BM 1734, London, WCIN 3XX 
Birmingham AFA PO Box 2414, Handsworth, Birmingham, B21 OTZ 
Brighton AFA 

c/o Brighton Unemployed Centre, 6 Tilbury Place, Brighton, Sussex 
Bristol AFA c/o London AFA 
Cardiff AFA PO Box 368, Cardiff, CF2 1SQ 
Cleveland AFA 


Box 13, c/o St Mary's Centre, Corporation Road, Middlesbrough, Cleveland 


Derby CARF PO Box 70, Derby, DE1 9JW 
Edinburgh AFA PO Box 474, Edinburgh, EH11 
Exeter AFA c/o The Flying Post, PO Box 185, Exeter, EX4 4EW 
Glasgow AFA PO Box 797, Glasgow, G1 5JF 
Herts AFA PO Box 245, St Albans, Herts 
Kent Anti-Fascist Action Committee PO Box 88, Rochester, Kent, ME1 1AU 
Leeds AFA Box 151, 52 Call Lane, Leeds, LS2 6DT 
Leicester AFA c/o Leicester TC, Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate, Leicester 
Liverpool AFA PO Box 110, Liverpool, L69 8DP 
Manchester AFA PO Box 83, South West PDO, Manchester, M20 8WG 
Norwich AFA PO Box 73, Norwich, NR1 2EB 
Nottingham AFA PO Box 179, Nottingham, NGI 3AG 


Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist Association 
4 The Cloth Market, Newcastle upon Tyne, NEI IEA 


York AFA c/o York University Students Union, Goodrich College, York 
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SEARCHLIGHT 


IN ACTION 


Searchlight has been back on the road with a 
vengeance in recent weeks, addressing trade 
union conferences, student gatherings and 
various seminars right across Britain. Ray 
Hill’s engagements included one at Corpus 
Christie College, Cambridge. 

Searchlight speakers and researchers have 
also been active in Norway, Sweden, 
Germany, Poland, Hungary, Austria, 
Czechoslovakia and France. 

Work with the media has been to the fore 
recently. Searchlight has helped in making the 
BBC Public Eye programme on the criminal 
activities of the BNP, as well as working with 
a number of international television compa- 
nies in North America, Europe and Japan 

Searchlight has been called in to assist 
lawyers defending refugees seeking asylum in 
Britain because of the ongoing terror in 
Germany. 

Clearly we are still hitting the nazis where 
it hurts. We know this by the number of abu- 
sive and childish telephone calls we get from 
these creeps as well as the hate mail. Those 
among the nazis who claim to care about the 
environment might give a thought to the num- 
ber of trees that are being chopped down to 
fuel their hoax mail efforts, which are treated 
with derision at this end. 


The BBC and the BNP 


The BBC had three opportunities in January 
to inform its viewers about the criminality of 
the British National Party. In each case the 
programme-makers had been in touch with 
Searchlight for help. 

First Sight on 14 January took our advice 
to look at racism outside the inner cities, and 
Basildon was featured. Unfortunately the pro- 
ducer gave the BNP’s deputy leader Richard 
Edmunds screen time to pretend the BNP is a 
normal political party, without challenge. 

On 22 January the day started with a brief 
item on BBC Breakfast News in which 
Edmunds was allowed to expound housing 
policy. Once again the party’s criminal nature 
was not made clear to the viewers. 

But at 8pm that evening reporter Sarah 
Spiller, producer Sam Collyns and their team 
went for the throat of the BNP criminals. 
While making their programme on nazi racial 
violence in Britain they were insulted, hit 
with a bottle and ordered out of Fihrer 
Tyndall’s front room after they insisted on 
pursuing questions about the criminal nature 
of his party. It showed how well the BBC can 
tackle the question of racial violence when it 
has the guts to do so. 


NOTICES 


Polo player. Please contact by usual 
method. The ex-directory numbers are 
very useful. Keep them coming. 


Gracie Fields. Thanks for the tip off 
about weapons. You can see by the press 
reports that your good work is having a 
satisfactory result. 


